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CHAPTER 6. REMOVAL OF SNOW AND ICE

FROM STREETS AND SIDEWALKS.

It shall be the duty of every person, partnership, corporation, joint-stock company, or syndicate in charge or
control of any building or lot of land within the fire limits of the District of Columbia, fronting or abutting on a
paved sidewalk, whether as owner, tenant, occupant, lessee, or otherwise, within the first 8 hours of
daylight after the ceasing to fall of any snow or sleet, to remove and clear away, or cause to be removed
and cleared away, such snow or sleet from so much of said sidewalk as is in front of or abuts on said
building or lot of land.

(Sept. 16, 1922, 42 Stat. 845, ch. 318, § 1.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 7-901.

1973 Ed., § 7-801.

It shall be the duty of the Mayor of the District of Columbia within the first 8 hours of daylight after the
ceasing to fall of any snow or sleet, or after the accumulation of ice on the paved sidewalks within the fire
limits of the District of Columbia, in front of or adjacent to all public buildings, public squares, reservations,
and open spaces in the said District owned or held by lease by said District, to cause such snow, sleet,
and ice to be removed; and also to cause the same to be removed from all crosswalks of improved streets
and places of intersection of alleys with paved sidewalks, and also from all paved sidewalks or crosswalks
used as public thoroughfares through all public squares, reservations, or open spaces within the fire limits
of said District owned or held by lease by the District of Columbia; but in the event of inability to remove
such accumulation of snow, sleet, and ice without injury to the sidewalk, by reason of the hardening thereof,
it shall be his duty, within the first 8 hours of daylight after the hardening thereof, to make reasonably safe
for travel, or cause to be made reasonably safe for travel, by the sprinkling of sand or ashes thereon, such
paved sidewalks, crosswalks, and places of intersection of alleys with paved sidewalks, and shall, as soon
thereafter as the weather shall permit, thoroughly clean, or cause to be thoroughly cleaned, said sidewalks,
crosswalks, and places of intersection of alleys with paved sidewalks.

(Sept. 16, 1922, 42 Stat. 845, ch. 318, § 2.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 7-902.

1973 Ed., § 7-802.

Change in Government

This section originated at a time when local government powers were delegated to a Board of
Commissioners of the District of Columbia (see Acts Relating to the Establishment of the District of Columbia
and its Various Forms of Governmental Organization in Volume 1). Section 401 of Reorganization Plan No. 3
of 1967 (see Reorganization Plans in Volume 1) transferred all of the functions of the Board of
Commissioners under this section to a single Commissioner. The District of Columbia Self-Government and
Governmental Reorganization Act, 87 Stat. 818, § 711 (D.C. Code, § 1-207.11), abolished the District of
Columbia Council and the Office of Commissioner of the District of Columbia. These branches of government
were replaced by the Council of the District of Columbia and the Office of Mayor of the District of Columbia,

§ 9-601. REMOVAL FROM SIDEWALKS BY OWNER OR OCCUPANT OF
ABUTTING PROPERTY.

§ 9-602. REMOVAL FROM SIDEWALKS ADJACENT TO PUBLIC PROPERTY.



respectively. Accordingly, and also pursuant to § 714(a) of such Act (D.C. Code, § 1-207.14(a)), appropriate
changes in terminology were made in this section.

It shall be the duty of the Director of National Park Service within the first 8 hours of daylight after the
ceasing to fall of any snow or sleet, or after the accumulation of ice upon the paved sidewalks within the
fire limits of the District of Columbia, to remove or cause to be removed from such sidewalks as are in
front of or adjacent to all buildings owned or leased by the United States, except the Capitol buildings and
grounds and the Library of Congress building, and from all paved sidewalks or crosswalks used as public
thoroughfares in front of, around, or through all public squares, reservations, or open spaces within the fire
limits of the District of Columbia, owned or leased by the United States, such snow, sleet, and ice; but in
the event of inability to remove such accumulation of snow, sleet, and ice, by reason of the hardening
thereof, without injury to the sidewalk, it shall be his duty, within the first 8 hours of daylight after the
hardening of such snow, sleet, and ice, to make reasonably safe for travel, or cause to be made
reasonably safe for travel, by the sprinkling of sand or ashes thereon, such paved sidewalks and
crosswalks, and shall, as soon thereafter as the weather shall permit, thoroughly clean said sidewalks and
crosswalks.

(Sept. 16, 1922, 42 Stat. 845, ch. 318, § 3.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 7-903.

1973 Ed., § 7-803.

In case the snow, sleet, and ice cannot be removed from so much of the paved sidewalks within the fire
limits of the District of Columbia as front upon or abut such buildings or lots of land as are not owned or
held by lease by the District of Columbia or the United States without injury to said sidewalks, because of
the hardening thereof, the person, partnership, corporation, joint-stock company, or syndicate in charge or
control of such buildings or lots of land, whether as owner, tenant, occupant, lessee, or otherwise, shall,
within the first 8 hours of daylight after the same has formed, make reasonably safe for travel, or cause to
be made reasonably safe for travel, by the sprinkling of sand or ashes thereon, said sidewalks, and shall,
as soon thereafter as the weather shall permit, thoroughly clean said sidewalks.

(Sept. 16, 1922, 42 Stat. 845, ch. 318, § 4.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 7-904.

1973 Ed., § 7-804.

In the event of the failure of any person, partnership, corporation, joint-stock company, or syndicate to
remove or cause to be removed such snow or ice from the said sidewalks, or to make the same
reasonably safe for travel, or cause the same to be made reasonably safe for travel, as hereinbefore
provided, it shall be the duty of the Mayor of the District of Columbia, as soon as practicable after the
expiration of the time herein provided for the removal thereof, or for the making of the said sidewalks
reasonably safe for travel, to cause the snow and ice in front of such building or lot of land to be removed
or to cause the same to be made reasonably safe, as hereinbefore directed to be done by such person,
partnership, corporation, joint-stock company, or syndicate in charge or control of such building or lot of
land, and the amount of the expense of such removal or such work of making the said sidewalks
reasonably safe for travel, shall in each instance be ascertained and certified by the said Mayor to the
Corporation Counsel of the District of Columbia.

(Sept. 16, 1922, 42 Stat. 846, ch. 318, § 5.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

§ 9-603. REMOVAL FROM SIDEWALKS ADJACENT TO FEDERAL
BUILDINGS.

§ 9-604. TEMPORARY USE OF SAND AND ASHES.

§ 9-605. FAILURE OF OWNER OR OCCUPANT TO REMOVE--REMOVAL BY
MAYOR.



Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 7-905.

1973 Ed., § 7-805.

Change in Government

This section originated at a time when local government powers were delegated to a Board of
Commissioners of the District of Columbia (see Acts Relating to the Establishment of the District of Columbia
and its Various Forms of Governmental Organization in Volume 1). Section 401 of Reorganization Plan No. 3
of 1967 (see Reorganization Plans in Volume 1) transferred all of the functions of the Board of
Commissioners under this section to a single Commissioner. The District of Columbia Self-Government and
Governmental Reorganization Act, 87 Stat. 818, § 711 (D.C. Code, § 1-207.11), abolished the District of
Columbia Council and the Office of Commissioner of the District of Columbia. These branches of government
were replaced by the Council of the District of Columbia and the Office of Mayor of the District of Columbia,
respectively. Accordingly, and also pursuant to § 714(a) of such Act (D.C. Code, § 1-207.14(a)), appropriate
changes in terminology were made in this section.

The Corporation Counsel is hereby directed and authorized to sue for and recover from such person,
partnership, corporation, joint-stock company, or syndicate, the amount of such expense in the name of the
District of Columbia, together with a penalty not exceeding $25 for each offense, with costs, and when so
recovered the amount shall be deposited to the credit of the District of Columbia.

(Sept. 16, 1922, 42 Stat. 846, ch. 318, § 6.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 7-906.

1973 Ed., § 7-806.

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, appropriations for the Department of Transportation and the
Department of Environmental Services of the government of the District of Columbia shall be available for
purposes of snow and ice removal when so ordered by the Mayor of the District of Columbia.

(Oct. 26, 1973, 87 Stat. 507, Pub. L. 93-140, § 14.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 7-907.

1973 Ed., § 7-807.

References in Text

Department of Transportation was substituted for Department of Highways and Traffic, near the beginning of
this section, pursuant to Reorganization Plan No. 2 of 1975, dated July 24, 1975.

The functions of the Department of Transportation were transferred to the Department of Public Works by
Reorganization Plan No. 4 of 1983, effective March 1, 1984.

The functions of the Department of Environmental Services were transferred to the Department of Public
Works by Reorganization Plan No. 4 of 1983, effective March 1, 1984.

Change in Government

This section originated at a time when local government powers were delegated to the District of Columbia
Council and to a Commissioner of the District of Columbia. The District of Columbia Self-Government and
Governmental Reorganization Act, 87 Stat. 818, § 711 (D.C. Code, § 1-207.11), abolished the District of
Columbia Council and the Office of Commissioner of the District of Columbia. These branches of government
were replaced by the Council of the District of Columbia and the Office of Mayor of the District of Columbia,
respectively. Accordingly, and also pursuant to § 714(a) of such Act (D.C. Code, § 1-207.14(a)), appropriate
changes in terminology were made in this section.

§ 9-606. FAILURE OF OWNER OR OCCUPANT TO REMOVE--SUIT TO
RECOVER COST.

§ 9-607. APPROPRIATIONS.
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