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CHAPTER 15. ANATOMICAL PARTS.

(a) For the purposes of this subchapter, the term "human body parts" means any portion of a living human
body, including, but not limited to, organs, tissues, eyes, bones, veins, and arteries, except that the term
shall not mean hair and blood.

(b) It is unlawful for any person in the District of Columbia to buy, to offer to buy, to sell, to offer to sell, or to
procure through purchase any human body part for any reason, including, but not limited to, medical and
specific uses, such as transplantation, implantation, infusion, or injection.

(Mar. 16, 1985, D.C. Law 5-189, § 2, 32 DCR 931; Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 30(c), 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 6-2601.

Effect of Amendments

D.C. Law 17-145, in subsec. (a), substituted "a living human body" for "a human body".

Legislative History of Laws

Law 5-189, the "Prohibition of the Buying and Selling of Human Body Parts Act of 1984," was introduced in
Council and assigned Bill No. 5-398, which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. The Bill was
adopted on first and second readings on December 4, 1984, and December 18, 1984, respectively. Signed
by the Mayor on January 11, 1985, it was assigned Act No. 5-254 and transmitted to both Houses of
Congress for its review.

Law 17-145, the "Uniform Anatomical Gift Revision Act of 2008", was introduced in Council and assigned Bill
No.17-58 which was referred to the Committee on Public Safety and Judiciary.  The Bill was adopted on first
and second readings on January 8, 2008, and February 5, 2008, respectively.   Signed by the Mayor on
February 25, 2008, it was assigned Act No. 17-311 and transmitted to both Houses of Congress for its
review.  D.C. Law 17-145 became effective on April 15, 2008.

(a) Any person violating any provision of this subchapter or any regulation made pursuant to this
subchapter shall be fined not more than $5,000, or be imprisoned for not more than 6 months, or both.

(b) Prosecution for violations of this subchapter and regulations made pursuant to this subchapter shall be
brought in the name of the District of Columbia upon information by the Corporation Counsel.

(Mar. 16, 1985, D.C. Law 5-189, § 3, 32 DCR 931.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 6-2602.

Legislative History of Laws

For legislative history of D.C. Law 5-189, see Historical and Statutory Notes following § 7-1501.01.

SUBCHAPTER I. PROHIBITION OF BUYING AND
SELLING OF HUMAN BODY PARTS.

§ 7-1501.01. "HUMAN BODY PARTS" DEFINED; PROHIBITED ACTS.

§ 7-1501.02. PENALTIES; PROSECUTIONS.



The Mayor may issue rules to implement the provisions of this subchapter pursuant to subchapter I of
Chapter 5 of Title 2.

(Mar. 16, 1985, D.C. Law 5-189, § 4, 32 DCR 931.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 6-2603.

Legislative History of Laws

For legislative history of D.C. Law 5-189, see Historical and Statutory Notes following § 7-1501.01.

Delegation of Authority

Delegation of authority pursuant to Law 5-189, see Mayor's Order 86-62, April 22, 1986.

Delegation of authority pursuant to Law 5-189, see Mayor's Order 86-62, April 22, 1986.

(May 26, 1970, 84 Stat. 266, Pub. L. 91-268, § 1; Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 30(d), 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 2-1501.

1973 Ed., § 2-271.

Legislative History of Laws

Law 17-145, the "Uniform Anatomical Gift Revision Act of 2008", was introduced in Council and assigned Bill
No.17-58 which was referred to the Committee on Public Safety and Judiciary.  The Bill was adopted on first
and second readings on January 8, 2008, and February 5, 2008, respectively.   Signed by the Mayor on
February 25, 2008, it was assigned Act No. 17-311 and transmitted to both Houses of Congress for its
review.  D.C. Law 17-145 became effective on April 15, 2008.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon §§ 1 and 9 of the Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (1968 Act). See 8A Uniform Laws
Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on WESTLAW.

(May 26, 1970, 84 Stat. 266, Pub. L. 91-268, § 2; Sept. 29, 1992, D.C. Law 9-157, § 2, 39 DCR 5686; Apr.
15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 30(d), 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 2-1502.

1973 Ed., § 2-272.

Legislative History of Laws

Law 9-157, the "Tissue Transplantation Distribution Amendment Act of 1992," was introduced in Council and
assigned Bill No. 9-278, which was referred to the Committee on Human Services. The Bill was adopted on
first and second readings on June 2, 1992, and July 7, 1992, respectively. Signed by the Mayor on July 21,
1992, it was assigned Act No. 9-251 and transmitted to both Houses of Congress for its review. D.C. Law 9-
157 became effective on September 29, 1992.

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1521.01.

Miscellaneous Notes

§ 7-1501.03. RULES.

SUBCHAPTER II. ANATOMICAL GIFTS.[REPEALED]

§ 7-1521.01. DEFINITIONS; SHORT TITLE.[REPEALED]

§ 7-1521.02. PERSONS ELIGIBLE TO EXECUTE GIFTS; NONACCEPTANCE
BY DONEE; RIGHTS OF DONEE CREATED BY GIFT.[REPEALED]



Mayor authorized to issue rules: Section 4 of D.C. Law 9-157 provided that the Mayor shall issue rules to
implement the provisions of the act.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon §§ 2 and 3 of the Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (1968 Act). See 8A Uniform Laws
Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on WESTLAW.

(May 26, 1970, 84 Stat. 267, Pub. L. 91-268, § 3; Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 30(d), 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 2-1503.

1973 Ed., § 2-273.

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1521.01.

(May 26, 1970, 84 Stat. 267, Pub. L. 91-268, § 4; Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 30(d), 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 2-1504.

1973 Ed., § 2-274.

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1521.01.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 4 of the Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (1968 Act). See 8A Uniform Laws
Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on WESTLAW.

(May 26, 1970, 84 Stat. 269, Pub. L. 91-268, § 5; Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 30(d), 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 2-1505.

1973 Ed., § 2-275.

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1521.01.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 5 of the Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (1968 Act). See 8A Uniform Laws
Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on WESTLAW.

(May 26, 1970, 84 Stat. 269, Pub. L. 91-268, § 6; Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 30(d), 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

§ 7-1521.03. PERSONS WHO MAY BECOME DONEES; PURPOSES FOR
WHICH GIFTS MAY BE MADE.[REPEALED]

§ 7-1521.04. MANNER OF EXECUTING GIFTS.[REPEALED]

§ 7-1521.05. DELIVERY OF DOCUMENTS OF GIFT.[REPEALED]

§ 7-1521.06. AMENDMENT OR REVOCATION OF GIFT.[REPEALED]



1981 Ed., § 2-1506.

1973 Ed., § 2-276.

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1521.01.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 6 of the Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (1968 Act). See 8A Uniform Laws
Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on WESTLAW.

(May 26, 1970, 84 Stat. 269, Pub. L. 91-268, § 7; Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 30(d), 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 2-1507.

1973 Ed., § 2-277.

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1521.01.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 7 of the Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (1968 Act). See 8A Uniform Laws
Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on WESTLAW.

(May 26, 1970, 84 Stat. 270, Pub. L. 91-268, § 8; Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 30(d), 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 2-1508.

1973 Ed., § 2-278.

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1521.01.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 8 of the Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (1968 Act). See 8A Uniform Laws
Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on WESTLAW.

(May 26, 1970, Pub. L. 91-268, § 10, as added Feb. 28, 1987, D.C. Law 6- 194, § 2, 34 DCR 479; Apr. 15,
2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 30(d), 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 2-1509.

Legislative History of Laws

Law 6-194, the "District of Columbia Anatomical Gift Amendments Act of 1986," was introduced in Council
and assigned Bill No. 6-467, which was referred to the Committee on Human Services. The Bill was adopted
on first and second readings on November 18, 1986, and December 16, 1986, respectively. Signed by the
Mayor on January 8, 1987, it was assigned Act No. 6-252 and transmitted to both Houses of Congress for its
review.

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1521.01.

§ 7-1521.07. DUTIES OF DONEE; DETERMINATION OF TIME OF DEATH;
IMMUNITY.[REPEALED]

§ 7-1521.08. CONSTRUCTION.[REPEALED]

§ 7-1521.09. DUTIES OF HOSPITALS AND HOSPICES.[REPEALED]



(May 26, 1970, 84 Stat. 266, Pub.L. 91-268, § 10a, as added May 24, 1996, D.C. Law 11-125, § 2, 43 DCR
1548; Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 30(d), 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

2001 Ed., § 7-1521.10a.

1981 Ed., § 2-1509.1.

Legislative History of Laws

Law 11-125, the "Anatomical Gift Amendment Act of 1996," was introduced in Council and Assigned Bill No.
11-317, which was referred to the Committee on Human Services. The Bill was adopted on first and second
readings on February 6, 1996, and March 5, 1996, respectively. Signed by the mayor on March 15, 1996, it
was assigned Act No. 11-232 and transmitted to both Houses of Congress for its review. D.C. Law 11-118
became effective on May 24, 1996.

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1521.01.

(May 26, 1970, Pub. L. 91-268, § 11, as added Feb. 28, 1987, D.C. Law 6- 194, § 2, 34 DCR 479; Apr. 15,
2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 30(d), 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 2-1510.

Legislative History of Laws

For legislative history of D.C. Law 6-194, see Historical and Statutory Notes following § 7-1521.01.

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1521.01.

(May 26, 1970, 84 Stat. 266, Pub.L. 91-268, § 10a, as added May 24, 1996, D.C. Law 11-125, § 2, 43 DCR
1548; Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 30(d), 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1521.01.

(May 26, 1970, Pub. L. 91-268, § 12, as added Feb. 28, 1987, D.C. Law 6- 194, § 2, 34 DCR 479; Apr. 15,
2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 30(d), 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 2-1511.

Legislative History of Laws

For legislative history of D.C. Law 6-194, see Historical and Statutory Notes following § 7-1521.09.

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1521.01.

Delegation of Authority

Delegation of authority pursuant to Law 6-194, see Mayor's Order 87-145, June 19, 1987.

Delegation of authority pursuant to D.C. Law 9-157, the "Tissue Transplantation Distribution Amendment Act
of 1992", see Mayor's Order 93-61, May 12, 1993.

§ 7-1521.09A. ORGAN PRESERVATION.[REPEALED]

§ 7-1521.10. CERTIFICATE REQUIREMENT.[REPEALED]

§ 7-1521.10A. ORGAN PRESERVATION.[REPEALED]

§ 7-1521.11. RULES.[REPEALED]



Refs & Annos

Jurisdiction Laws Effective Date Statutory Citation

Alabama[FN2] 2008, c. 453 11-1-2008 Code 1975, §§ 22-19-160 to 22-19-184.
Alaska 2008, c. 100 9-15-2008 AS 13.52.173 to 13.52.268.
Arizona 2007, c. 281 7-2-2007

[FN*]
A.R.S. §§ 36-841 to 36-864.

Arkansas 2007, c. 839 4-3-2007 A.C.A. §§ 20-17-1201 to 20-17-1227.
California 2007, c. 629 1-1-2008 West's Ann.Cal. Health & Safety Code, §§ 7150

to 7151.40.
Colorado 2007, c. 207 7-1-2007 West's C.R.S.A. §§ 12-34-101 to 12-34-125.
Connecticut 2010, P.A.

10-123
10-1-2010 C.G.S.A. §§ 19a-289 to 19a-289v.

District of Columbia P.L. 17-145 4-15-2008 D.C. Official Code, 2001 Ed. §§ 7-1531.01 to 7-
1531.28.

Florida 2009, c.
2009-218

7-1-2009 West's F.S.A. §§ 765.510 to 765.547.

Georgia 2008, Act 545 7-1-2008 O.C.G.A. §§ 44-5-140 to 44-5-159.4.
Hawaii 2008, c. 122 7-1-2008 HRS [§§ 327-1 to 327-26].
Idaho 2007, c. 30 7-1-2007 I.C. §§ 39-3401 to 39-3425.
Indiana 2007, c. 147 7-1-2007 West's A.I.C. 29-2-16.1-1 to 29-2-16.1-21.
Iowa 2007,

S.F.509
4-5-2007
[FN*]

I.C.A. §§ 142C.1 to 142C.18.

Kansas 2007, c. 127 7-1-2007 K.S.A. 65-3220 to 65-3244.
Kentucky 2010, c. 161 7-15-2010 KRS 311.1911 to 311.1959.
Louisiana 2010, No. 937 7-1-2010 LSA-R.S. 17:2351 to 17:2359.
Maine 2008, c. 601 1-1-2009 22 M.R.S.A. §§ 2941 to 2965.
Maryland 2011, c. 541 10-1-2011 Code, Estates and Trusts, §§ 4-501 to 4-522.
Michigan 2008, No. 39 5-1-2008 M.C.L.A. §§ 333.10101 to 333.10123.
Minnesota 2007, c. 120 4-1-2008 M.S.A. §§ 525A.01 to 525A.25
Mississippi [FN3] 2008, c. 561 7-1-2008 Code 1972, §§ 41-39-101 to 41-39-149.
Missouri 2008, S.B.

No. 1139
7-10-2008
[FN*]

V.A.M.S. §§ 194.210 to 194.294.

Montana 2007, c. 345 10-1-2007 MCA 72-17-101 to 72-17-312.
Nebraska 2010, L.B.

1036
1-1-2011 R.R.S. 1943, §§ 71-4824 to 71-4845.

Nevada 2007, c. 232 5-31-2007
[FN*]

N.R.S. 451.500 to 451.598.

New Hampshire 2010, c. 111 7-31-2010 RSA 291-A:1 to 291-A:25.
New Jersey 2008, c. 50 7-22-2008 N.J.S.A. 26:6-77 to 26:6-96.
New Mexico 2007, c. 323 7-1-2007 NMSA 1978 §§ 24-6B-1 to 24-6B-25.
North Carolina 2007, S.L.

2007-538
10-1-2007 G.S. §§ 130A-412.3 to 130A-412.33.

North Dakota 2007, c. 237 4-9-2007
[FN*]

NDCC 23-06.6-01 to 23-06.6-23.

Ohio 2008, H.B.
No. 529

4-7-2009 R.C. §§ 2108.01 to 2108.35.

Oklahoma 2009, c. 139 11-1-2009 63 Okl.St.Ann. §§ 2200.1A to 2200.27A.
Oregon 2007, c. 681 1-1-2008 ORS 97.951 to 97.985.
Rhode Island 2007, c. 476 7-6-2007 Gen.Laws 1956, §§ 23-18.6.1-1 to 23-18.6.1-25.
South Carolina 2009, No. 4 5-6-2009 Code 1976, §§ 44-43-300 to 44-43-420.
South Dakota 2007, c. 197 7-1-2007 SDCL 34-26-48 to 34-26-72.
Tennessee 2007, c. 428 7-1-2007 T.C.A. §§ 68-30-101 to 68-30-120.
Texas 2009, c. 186 9-1-2009 V.T.C.A. Health & Safety Code, §§ 692A.001 to

692A.023.
Utah 2007, c. 60 7-1-2007 U.C.A.1953, 26-28-101 to 26-28-125.
Vermont 2009, Adj.

Sess., No.
119

7-1-2010 18 V.S.A. §§ 6001 to 6026.

Virgin Islands 2009, Act
7133

[FN4] 19 V.I.C. §§ 401 to 425.

Virginia 2007, cc. 92
and 907

[FN1] Code 1950, §§ 32.1-291.1 to 32.1-291.25.

Washington 2008, c. 139 6-12-2008 West's RCWA 68.64.010 to 68.64.903.
West Virginia 2008, c. 191 6-5-2008 Code, §§ 16-19-1 to 16-19-23.
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Wisconsin 2008, Act 106 4-1-2008 W.S.A. 157.06.
Wyoming 2009, c. 97 7-1-2009 Wyo.Stat.Ann. §§ 35-5-201 to 35-5-225.

[FN*] Date of approval.

[FN1] Virginia L.2007, c. 92, was approved February 23, 2007, and L.2007, c. 907, was approved
April 4, 2007.

[FN2] Alabama has enacted the Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (2006) and repealed the
Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (1987) effective November 1, 2008, without repealing the Uniform
Anatomical Gift Act (1968). Accordingly, Alabama is set forth in the tables for both the 1968 and
2006 acts.

[FN3] Mississippi section 41-39-149 provides for the repeal of sections 41-39-101 to 41-39-147
on July 1, 2012.

[FN4] Virgin Islands' amendment to this chapter became effective 60 days after its enactment on
Nov. 25, 2009.

For the purposes of this subchapter and, unless specifically provided otherwise, subchapter III of this
chapter, and §§ 43-119 and 43-125, the term:

(1) "Adult" means an individual who is at least 18 years of age.

(2) "Agent" means an individual:

(A) Authorized to make health-care decisions on the principal's behalf by a power of attorney for
health care; or

(B) Expressly authorized to make an anatomical gift on the principal's behalf by any other record
signed by the principal.

(3) "Anatomical gift" means a donation of all or part of a human body to take effect after the donor's
death for the purpose of transplantation, therapy, research, or education.

(4) "Decedent" means a deceased individual whose body or part is or may be the source of an
anatomical gift. The term "decedent" includes a stillborn infant and, subject to restrictions imposed by
law other than this subchapter, a fetus.

(5) "Disinterested witness" means a witness other than the spouse, domestic partner, child, parent,
sibling, grandchild, grandparent, or guardian of the individual who makes, amends, revokes, or refuses
to make an anatomical gift, or another adult who exhibited special care and concern for the individual.
The term "disinterested witness" does not include a person to which an anatomical gift could pass
under § 7-1531.10.   An individual is not disqualified from being a disinterested witness solely
because the individual is employed by a transplant hospital.

(6) "Document of gift" means a donor card or other record used to make an anatomical gift. The term
"document of gift" includes a statement or symbol on a driver's license, identification card, or donor
registry.

(7) "Domestic partner" shall have the same meaning as provided in § 32- 701(4).

(8) "Donor" means an individual whose body or part is the subject of an anatomical gift.

(9) "Donor registry" means a database that contains records of anatomical gifts and amendments to or
revocations of anatomical gifts. The term "donor registry" includes the Registry.

(10) "Driver's license" means a license or permit issued by the Department of Motor Vehicles to
operate a vehicle, whether or not conditions are attached to the license or permit. The term "driver's
license" includes a learner's permit.

(11) "Eye bank" means a person that is licensed, accredited, or regulated under federal or state law to
engage in the recovery, screening, testing, processing, storage, or distribution of human eyes or
portions of human eyes.

(12) "Guardian" means a person appointed by a court to make decisions regarding the support, care,
education, health, or welfare of an individual. The term "guardian" does not include a guardian ad litem,
unless the guardian ad litem is expressly authorized by a court to consent to a donation.

(13) "Hospice" shall have the same meaning as provided in § 44-501(a)(6).

(14) "Hospital" means a facility licensed as a hospital under the law of any state or a facility operated
as a hospital by the United States, a state, or a subdivision of a state.

§ 7-1531.01. DEFINITIONS.



(15) "Identification card" means a special identification card issued by the Department of Motor
Vehicles pursuant to 18 DCMR § 112.

(16) "Know" means to have actual knowledge.

(17) "Minor" means an individual who is under 18 years of age.

(18) "Organ procurement organization" means a person designated by the Secretary of the United
States Department of Health and Human Services as an organ procurement organization.

(19) "Parent" means a parent whose parental rights have not been terminated.

(20) "Part" means an organ, an eye, or tissue of a human being. The term "part" does not include the
whole body.

(21) "Person" means an individual, corporation, business trust, estate, trust, partnership, limited liability
company, association, joint venture, public corporation, government or governmental subdivision,
agency, or instrumentality, or any other legal or commercial entity.

(22) "Physician" means an individual authorized to practice medicine or osteopathy under the law of
any state.

(23) "Procurement organization" means an eye bank, organ procurement organization, or tissue bank.

(24) "Prospective donor" means an individual who is dead or whose death is imminent and has been
determined by a procurement organization to have a part that could be medically suitable for
transplantation, therapy, research, or education. The term "prospective donor" does not include an
individual who has made a refusal.

(25) "Reasonably available" means able to be contacted by a procurement organization without undue
effort and willing and able to act in a timely manner consistent with existing medical criteria necessary
for the making of an anatomical gift.

(26) "Recipient" means an individual into whose body a decedent's part has been or is intended to be
transplanted.

(27) "Record" means information that is inscribed on a tangible medium or that is stored in an
electronic or other medium and is retrievable in perceivable form.

(28) "Refusal" means a record created under § 7-1531.06 that expressly states an intent to bar other
persons from making an anatomical gift of an individual's body or part. The term "refusal" does not
include a revocation.

(29) "Registry" means the organ and tissue donor registry for the District of Columbia established by §
7-1531.19.

(30) "Revocation" means the cancellation of an anatomical gift that was made previously. The term
"revocation" does not include a refusal.

(31) "Sign" means, with the present intent to authenticate or adopt a record:

(A) To execute or adopt a tangible symbol; or

(B) To attach to or logically associate with the record an electronic symbol, sound, or process.

(32) "State" means a state of the United States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the United
States Virgin Islands, or any territory or insular possession subject to the jurisdiction of the United
States.

(33) "Technician" means an individual determined to be qualified to remove or process parts by an
appropriate organization that is licensed, accredited, or regulated under federal or state law. The term
"technician" includes an enucleator.

(34) "Tissue" means a portion of the human body other than an organ or an eye. The term "tissue"
does not include blood unless the blood is donated for the purpose of research or education.

(35) "Tissue bank" means a person that is licensed, accredited, or regulated under federal or state law
to engage in the recovery, screening, testing, processing, storage, or distribution of tissue.

(36) "Transplant hospital" means a hospital that furnishes organ transplants and other medical and
surgical specialty services required for the care of transplant patients.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 2, 55 DCR 2532; Mar. 25, 2009, D.C. Law 17-353, 230(a), 56 DCR
1117.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Effect of Amendments

D.C. Law 17-353 validated a previously made technical correction in par. (13).

Legislative History of Laws



Law 17-145, the "Uniform Anatomical Gift Revision Act of 2008", was introduced in Council and assigned Bill
No.17-58 which was referred to the Committee on Public Safety and Judiciary.  The Bill was adopted on first
and second readings on January 8, 2008, and February 5, 2008, respectively.   Signed by the Mayor on
February 25, 2008, it was assigned Act No. 17-311 and transmitted to both Houses of Congress for its
review.  D.C. Law 17-145 became effective on April 15, 2008.

For Law 17-353, see notes following § 7-161.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 2 of the Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (2006). See Vol. 8A, Uniform Laws
Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on Westlaw.

This subchapter applies to an anatomical gift or amendment to, revocation of, or refusal to make an
anatomical gift, whenever made.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 3, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 3 of the Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (2006). See Vol. 8A, Uniform Laws
Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on Westlaw.

Subject to § 7-1531.07, an anatomical gift of a donor's body or part may be made during the life of the
donor for the purpose of transplantation, therapy, research, or education in the manner provided in § 7-
1531.04 by:

(1) The donor, if the donor is an adult or if the donor is a minor and is:

(A) Emancipated; or

(B) Authorized under state law to apply for a driver's license because the donor is at least 16 years
of age;

(2) An agent of the donor, unless the power of attorney for health care or other record prohibits the
agent from making an anatomical gift;

(3) A parent of the donor, if the donor is an unemancipated minor; or

(4) The donor's guardian.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 4, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 4 of the Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (2006). See Vol. 8A, Uniform Laws
Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on Westlaw.

(a) A donor may make an anatomical gift:

(1) By authorizing a statement or symbol indicating that the donor has made an anatomical gift to be
imprinted on the donor's driver's license or identification card;

(2) In a will;

(3) During a terminal illness or injury of the donor, by any form of communication addressed to at least

§ 7-1531.02. APPLICABILITY.

§ 7-1531.03. WHO MAY MAKE ANATOMICAL GIFT BEFORE DONOR'S
DEATH.

§ 7-1531.04. MANNER OF MAKING ANATOMICAL GIFT BEFORE DONOR'S
DEATH.



2 adults, at least one of whom is a disinterested witness; or

(4) As provided in subsection (b) of this section.

(b) A donor or other person authorized to make an anatomical gift under § 7- 1531.03 may make a gift by
a donor card or other record signed by the donor or other person making the gift or by authorizing that a
statement or symbol indicating that the donor has made an anatomical gift be included on a donor registry.
If the donor or other person is physically unable to sign a record, the record may be signed by another
individual at the direction of the donor or other person and shall:

(1) Be witnessed by at least 2 adults, at least one of whom is a disinterested witness, who have signed
at the request of the donor or the other person; and

(2) State that it has been signed and witnessed as provided in paragraph (1) of this subsection.

(c) Revocation, suspension, expiration, or cancellation of a driver's license or identification card upon
which an anatomical gift is indicated does not invalidate the gift.

(d) An anatomical gift made by will takes effect upon the donor's death whether or not the will is probated.
Invalidation of the will after the donor's death does not invalidate the gift.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 5, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 5 of the Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (2006). See Vol. 8A, Uniform Laws
Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on Westlaw.

(a) Subject to § 7-1531.07, a donor or other person authorized to make an anatomical gift under § 7-
1531.03 may amend or revoke an anatomical gift by:

(1) A record signed by:

(A) The donor;

(B) The other person; or

(C) Subject to subsection (b) of this section, another individual acting at the direction of the donor
or the other person if the donor or other person is physically unable to sign; or

(2) A later-executed document of gift, including a driver's license or identification card, that amends or
revokes a previous anatomical gift or portion of an anatomical gift, either expressly or by inconsistency.

(b) A record signed pursuant to subsection (a)(1)(C) of this section shall:

(1) Be witnessed by at least 2 adults, at least one of whom is a disinterested witness, who have signed
at the request of the donor or the other person; and

(2) State that it has been signed and witnessed as provided in paragraph (1) of this subsection.

(c) Subject to § 7-1531.07, a donor or other person authorized to make an anatomical gift under § 7-
1531.03 may revoke an anatomical gift by the destruction or cancellation of the document of gift, or the
portion of the document of gift used to make the gift, with the intent to revoke the gift.

(d) A donor may amend or revoke an anatomical gift that was not made in a will by any form of
communication during a terminal illness or injury addressed to at least 2 adults, at least one of whom is a
disinterested witness.

(e) A donor who makes an anatomical gift in a will may amend or revoke the gift in the manner provided for
amendment or revocation of wills or as provided in subsection (a) of this section.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 6, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 6 of the Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (2006). See Vol. 8A, Uniform Laws

§ 7-1531.05. AMENDING OR REVOKING ANATOMICAL GIFT BEFORE
DONOR'S DEATH.



Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on Westlaw.

(a) An individual may refuse to make an anatomical gift of the individual's body or part by:

(1) A record signed by:

(A) The individual; or

(B) Subject to subsection (b) of this section, another individual acting at the direction of the
individual if the individual is physically unable to sign;

(2) The individual's will, whether or not the will is admitted to probate or invalidated after the individual's
death; or

(3) Any form of communication made by the individual during the individual's terminal illness or injury
addressed to at least 2 adults, at least one of whom is a disinterested witness.

(b) A record signed pursuant to subsection (a)(1)(B) of this section shall:

(1) Be witnessed by at least 2 adults, at least one of whom is a disinterested witness, who have signed
at the request of the individual; and

(2) State that it has been signed and witnessed as provided in paragraph (1) of this subsection.

(c) An individual who has made a refusal may amend or revoke the refusal:

(1) In the manner provided in subsection (a) of this section for making a refusal;

(2) By subsequently making an anatomical gift pursuant to § 7-1531.04 that is inconsistent with the
refusal; or

(3) By destroying or cancelling the record evidencing the refusal, or the portion of the record used to
make the refusal, with the intent to revoke the refusal.

(d) Except as otherwise provided in § 7-1531.07(h), in the absence of an express, contrary indication by
the individual set forth in the refusal, an individual's unrevoked refusal to make an anatomical gift of the
individual's body or part bars all other persons from making an anatomical gift of the individual's body or
part.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 7, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 7 of the Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (2006). See Vol. 8A, Uniform Laws
Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on Westlaw.

(a) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (g) of this section and subject to subsection (f) of this
section, in the absence of an express, contrary indication by the donor, a person other than the donor is
barred from making, amending, or revoking an anatomical gift of a donor's body or part if the donor made
an anatomical gift of the donor's body or part under § 7-1531.04 or an amendment to an anatomical gift of
the donor's body or part under § 7- 1531.05.

(b) A donor's revocation of an anatomical gift of the donor's body or part under § 7-1531.05 is not a refusal
and does not bar another person specified in § 7-1531.03 or § 7-1531.08 from making an anatomical gift
of the donor's body or part under § 7-1531.04 or § 7-1531.09.

(c) If a person other than the donor makes an unrevoked anatomical gift of the donor's body or part under §
7-1531.04 or an amendment to an anatomical gift of the donor's body or part under § 7-1531.05, another
person may not make, amend, or revoke the gift of the donor's body or part under § 7-1531.09.

(d) A revocation of an anatomical gift of a donor's body or part under § 7- 1531.05 by a person other than
the donor does not bar another person from making an anatomical gift of the body or part under § 7-
1531.04 or § 7- 1531.09.

(e) In the absence of an express, contrary indication by the donor or other person authorized to make an
anatomical gift under § 7-1531.03, an anatomical gift of a part is neither a refusal to give another part nor
a limitation on the making of an anatomical gift of another part at a later time by the donor or another

§ 7-1531.06. REFUSAL TO MAKE ANATOMICAL GIFT; EFFECT OF REFUSAL.

§ 7-1531.07. PRECLUSIVE EFFECT OF ANATOMICAL GIFT, AMENDMENT,
OR REVOCATION.



person.

(f) In the absence of an express, contrary indication by the donor or other person authorized to make an
anatomical gift under § 7-1531.03, an anatomical gift of a part for one or more of the purposes set forth in
§ 7- 1531.03 is not a limitation on the making of an anatomical gift of the part for any of the other purposes
by the donor or any other person under § 7-1531.04 or § 7-1531.09.

(g) If a donor who is an unemancipated minor dies, a parent of the donor who is reasonably available may
revoke or amend an anatomical gift of the donor's body or part.

(h) If an unemancipated minor who signed a refusal dies, a parent of the minor who is reasonably available
may revoke the minor's refusal.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 8, 55 DCR 2532; Mar. 25, 2009, D.C. Law 17-353, § 230(b), 56 DCR
1117.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Effect of Amendments

D.C. Law 17-353 validated previously made technical corrections in subsecs. (b), (d), and (f).

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

For Law 17-353, see notes following § 7-161.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 8 of the Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (2006). See Vol. 8A, Uniform Laws
Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on Westlaw.

(a) Subject to subsections (b) and (c) of this section and unless barred by § 7-1531.06 or § 7-1531.07, an
anatomical gift of a decedent's body or part for purpose of transplantation, therapy, research, or education
may be made by any member of the following classes of persons who is reasonably available, in the order
of priority listed:

(1) An agent of the decedent at the time of death who could have made an anatomical gift under § 7-
1531.03(2) immediately before the decedent's death;

(2) The spouse or domestic partner of the decedent;

(3) Adult children of the decedent;

(4)(A) Parents of the decedent; or

(B) If, at the time of death, there was a guardian of the decedent under a guardianship order under
§ 16-2389, the guardian, unless the order specifies otherwise;

(5) Adult siblings of the decedent;

(6) Adult grandchildren of the decedent;

(7) Grandparents of the decedent;

(8) An adult who exhibited special care and concern for the decedent;

(9) The persons who were acting as the guardians of the person of the decedent at the time of death;
and

(10) Any other person having the authority to dispose of the decedent's body.

(b) If there is more than one member of a class listed in subsection (a)(1), (3), (4), (5), (6), (7), or (9) of this
section entitled to make an anatomical gift, an anatomical gift may be made by a member of the class
unless that member or a person to which the gift may pass under § 7-1531.10 knows of an objection by
another member of the class. If an objection is known, the gift may be made only by a majority of the
members of the class who are reasonably available.

(c) A person may not make an anatomical gift if, at the time of the decedent's death, a person in a prior
class under subsection (a) of this section is reasonably available to make or to object to the making of an
anatomical gift.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 9, 55 DCR 2532; Mar. 25, 2009, D.C. Law 17-353, § 230(c), 56 DCR
1117.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

§ 7-1531.08. WHO MAY MAKE ANATOMICAL GIFT OF DECEDENT'S BODY
OR PART.



Effect of Amendments

D.C. Law 17-353 validated a previously made technical correction in subsec. (a).

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

For Law 17-353, see notes following § 7-161.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 9 of the Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (2006). See Vol. 8A, Uniform Laws
Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on Westlaw.

(a) A person authorized to make an anatomical gift under § 7-1531.08 may make an anatomical gift by a
document of gift signed by the person making the gift or by that person's oral communication that is
electronically recorded or is contemporaneously reduced to a record and signed by the individual
receiving the oral communication.

(b) Subject to subsection (c) of this section, an anatomical gift by a person authorized under § 7-1531.08
may be amended or revoked orally or in a record by any member of a prior class who is reasonably
available. If more than one member of the prior class is reasonably available, the gift made by a person
authorized under § 7-1531.08 may be:

(1) Amended only if a majority of the reasonably available members agree to the amending of the gift;
or

(2) Revoked only if:

(A) A majority of the reasonably available members agree to the revoking of the gift; or

(B) The members of the class described in § 7-1531.08(a)(4) are equally divided as to whether to
revoke the gift.

(c) A revocation under subsection (b) of this section is effective only if, before an incision has been made
to remove a part from the donor's body or before invasive procedures have begun to prepare the recipient,
the procurement organization, transplant hospital, or physician or technician knows of the revocation.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 10, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 10 of the Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (2006). See Vol. 8A, Uniform
Laws Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on Westlaw.

(a) An anatomical gift may be made to the following persons named in the document of gift:

(1) A hospital; accredited medical school, dental school, college, or university; organ procurement
organization; or other appropriate person authorized by the Mayor, for research or education;

(2) Subject to subsection (b) of this section, an individual designated by the person making the
anatomical gift if the individual is the recipient of the part; or

(3) An eye bank or tissue bank.

(b) If an anatomical gift to an individual under subsection (a)(2) of this section cannot be transplanted into
the individual, the part passes in accordance with subsection (g) of this section in the absence of an
express, contrary indication by the person making the anatomical gift.

(c) If an anatomical gift of one or more specific parts or of all parts is made in a document of gift that does
not name a person described in subsection (a) of this section but identifies the purpose for which an
anatomical gift may be used, the following rules apply:

(1) If the part is an eye and the gift is for the purpose of transplantation or therapy, the gift passes to the

§ 7-1531.09. MANNER OF MAKING, AMENDING, OR REVOKING
ANATOMICAL GIFT OF DECEDENT'S BODY OR PART.

§ 7-1531.10. PERSONS THAT MAY RECEIVE ANATOMICAL GIFT; PURPOSE
OF ANATOMICAL GIFT.



appropriate eye bank.

(2) If the part is tissue and the gift is for the purpose of transplantation or therapy, the gift passes to the
appropriate tissue bank.

(3) If the part is an organ and the gift is for the purpose of transplantation or therapy, the gift passes to
the appropriate organ procurement organization as custodian of the organ.

(4) If the part is an organ, an eye, or tissue and the gift is for the purpose of research or education, the
gift passes to the appropriate procurement organization.

(d) For the purposes of subsection (c) of this section, if there is more than one purpose of an anatomical
gift set forth in the document of gift but the purposes are not set forth in any priority, the gift shall be used
for transplantation or therapy, if suitable. If the gift cannot be used for transplantation or therapy, the gift
may be used for research or education.

(e) If an anatomical gift of one or more specific parts is made in a document of gift that does not name a
person described in subsection (a) of this section and does not identify the purpose of the gift, the gift may
be used only for transplantation or therapy, and the gift passes in accordance with subsection (g) of this
section.

(f) If a document of gift specifies only a general intent to make an anatomical gift by words such as "donor",
"organ donor", or "body donor", or by a symbol or statement of similar import, the gift may be used only for
transplantation or therapy, and the gift passes in accordance with subsection (g) of this section.

(g) For purposes of subsections (b), (e), and (f) of this section, the following rules apply:

(1) If the part is an eye, the gift passes to the appropriate eye bank.

(2) If the part is tissue, the gift passes to the appropriate tissue bank.

(3) If the part is an organ, the gift passes to the appropriate organ procurement organization as
custodian of the organ.

(h) An anatomical gift of an organ for transplantation or therapy, other than an anatomical gift under
subsection (a)(2) of this section, passes to the organ procurement organization as custodian of the organ.

(i) If an anatomical gift does not pass pursuant to subsections (a) through (h) of this section or the
decedent's body or part is not used for transplantation, therapy, research, or education, custody of the
body or part passes to the person under obligation to dispose of the body or part.

(j) A person may not accept an anatomical gift if the person knows that the gift was not effectively made
under § 7-1531.04 or § 7-1531.09 or if the person knows that the decedent made a refusal under § 7-
1531.06 that was not revoked. For the purposes of the subsection, if a person knows that an anatomical
gift was made on a document of gift, the person is deemed to know of any amendment or revocation of the
gift or any refusal to make an anatomical gift on the same document of gift.

(k) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (a)(2) of this section, nothing in this subchapter affects the
allocation of organs for transplantation or therapy.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 11, 55 DCR 2532; Mar. 25, 2009, D.C. Law 17-353, § 230(d), 56 DCR
1117.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Effect of Amendments

D.C. Law 17-353 validated a previously made technical correction in subsec. (j).

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

For Law 17-353, see notes following § 7-161.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 11 of the Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (2006). See Vol. 8A, Uniform
Laws Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on Westlaw.

(a) The following persons shall make a reasonable search of an individual who the person reasonably
believes is dead or whose death is imminent for a document of gift or other information identifying the
individual as a donor or as an individual who made a refusal:

(1) A law enforcement officer, firefighter, paramedic, or other emergency rescuer finding the individual;
and

(2) If no other source of the information is immediately available, a hospital, as soon as practical after

§ 7-1531.11. SEARCH AND NOTIFICATION.



the individual's arrival at the hospital.

(b) If a document of gift or a refusal to make an anatomical gift is located by the search required by
subsection (a)(1) of this section and the individual or deceased individual to whom it relates is taken to a
hospital, the person responsible for conducting the search shall send the document of gift or refusal to the
hospital.

(c) A person is not subject to criminal or civil liability for failing to discharge the duties imposed by this
section, but may be subject to administrative sanctions.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 12, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 12 of the Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (2006). See Vol. 8A, Uniform
Laws Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on Westlaw.

(a) A document of gift need not be delivered during the donor's lifetime to be effective.

(b) Upon or after an individual's death, a person in possession of a document of gift or a refusal to make
an anatomical gift with respect to the individual shall allow examination and copying of the document of gift
or refusal by a person authorized to make or object to the making of an anatomical gift with respect to the
individual or by a person to which the gift could pass under § 7-1531.10.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 13, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 13 of the Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (2006). See Vol. 8A, Uniform
Laws Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on Westlaw.

(a) When a hospital or hospice refers an individual who is dead or whose death is imminent to a
procurement organization, the organization shall make a reasonable search of the records of the
Department of Motor Vehicles and any donor registry that it knows exists for the geographical area in
which the individual resides to ascertain whether the individual has made an anatomical gift.

(b) A procurement organization shall be allowed reasonable access to information in the records of the
Department of Motor Vehicles to ascertain whether an individual who is dead or whose death is imminent
is a donor.

(c) When a hospital or hospice refers an individual who is dead or whose death is imminent to a
procurement organization, the organization may conduct any reasonable examination necessary to ensure
the medical suitability of a part that is or could be the subject of an anatomical gift for transplantation,
therapy, research, or education from a donor or a prospective donor. During the examination period,
measures necessary to ensure the medical suitability of the part may not be withdrawn unless the hospital
or procurement organization knows that the individual expressed a contrary intent.

(d) Unless prohibited by law other than this subchapter, at any time after a donor's death, the person to
which a part passes under § 7-1531.10 may conduct any reasonable examination necessary to ensure the
medical suitability of the body or part for its intended purpose.

(e) Unless prohibited by law other than this subchapter, an examination under subsection (c) or (d) of this
section may include an examination of all medical and dental records of the donor or prospective donor.

(f) Upon the death of a minor who was a donor or had signed a refusal, unless a procurement organization
knows the minor is emancipated, the procurement organization shall conduct a reasonable search for the
parents of the minor and provide the parents with an opportunity to revoke or amend the anatomical gift or

§ 7-1531.12. DELIVERY OF DOCUMENT OF GIFT NOT REQUIRED; RIGHT
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OTHERS.



revoke the refusal.

(g) Upon referral by a hospital or hospice under subsection (a) of this section, a procurement organization
shall make a reasonable search for any person listed in § 7-1531.08 having priority to make an anatomical
gift on behalf of a prospective donor. If a procurement organization receives information that an anatomical
gift to any other person was made, amended, or revoked, it shall promptly advise the other person of all
relevant information.

(h) Subject to §§ 7-1531.10(i) and § 7-1531.22, the rights of the person to which a part passes under § 7-
1531.10 are superior to the rights of all others with respect to the part. The person may accept or reject an
anatomical gift in whole or in part. Subject to the terms of the document of gift and this subchapter, a
person that accepts an anatomical gift of an entire body may allow embalming, burial, or cremation, and
use of remains in a funeral service. If the gift is of a part, the person to which the part passes under § 7-
1531.10, upon the death of the donor and before embalming, burial, or cremation, shall cause the part to
be removed without unnecessary mutilation.

(i) Neither the physician who attends the decedent at death nor the physician who determines the time of
the decedent's death may participate in the procedures for removing or transplanting a part from the
decedent.

(j) A physician or technician may remove a donated part from the body of a donor that the physician or
technician is qualified to remove.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 14, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 14 of the Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (2006). See Vol. 8A, Uniform
Laws Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on Westlaw.

Each hospital in the District of Columbia shall enter into agreements or affiliations with procurement
organizations for coordination of procurement and use of anatomical gifts.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 15, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 15 of the Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (2006). See Vol. 8A, Uniform
Laws Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on Westlaw.

(a) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (b) of this section, a person that, for valuable
consideration, knowingly purchases or sells a part for transplantation, therapy, research, education, or any
other purpose, if removal of a part from an individual is intended to occur after the individual's death,
commits a felony and upon conviction is subject to a fine not exceeding $50,000, imprisonment not
exceeding 5 years, or both.

(b) A person may charge a reasonable amount for the removal, processing, preservation, quality control,
storage, transportation, implantation, or disposal of a part.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 16, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 16 of the Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (2006). See Vol. 8A, Uniform

§ 7-1531.14. COORDINATION OF PROCUREMENT AND USE.

§ 7-1531.15. SALE OR PURCHASE OF PARTS PROHIBITED.



Laws Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on Westlaw.

A person that, in order to obtain a financial gain, intentionally falsifies, forges, conceals, defaces, or
obliterates a document of gift, an amendment or revocation of a document of gift, or a refusal commits a
felony and upon conviction is subject to a fine not exceeding $50,000, imprisonment not exceeding 5
years, or both.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 17, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 17 of the Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (2006). See Vol. 8A, Uniform
Laws Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on Westlaw.

(a) A person that acts in accordance with this subchapter or with the applicable anatomical gift law of
another state, or attempts in good faith to do so, is not liable for the act in a civil action, criminal
prosecution, or administrative proceeding.

(b) Neither the person making an anatomical gift nor the donor's estate is liable for any injury or damage
that results from the making or use of the gift.

(c) In determining whether an anatomical gift has been made, amended, or revoked under this subsection,
a person may rely upon representations of an individual listed in § 7-1531.08(a)(2), (3), (4), (5), (6), (7), or
(8) relating to the individual's relationship to the donor or prospective donor unless the person knows that
the representation is untrue.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 18, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 18 of the Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (2006). See Vol. 8A, Uniform
Laws Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on Westlaw.

(a) A document of gift is valid if executed in accordance with:

(1) This subchapter;

(2) The laws of the state or country where it was executed; or

(3) The laws of the state or country where the person making the anatomical gift was domiciled, has a
place of residence, or was a national at the time the document of gift was executed.

(b) If a document of gift is valid under this section, the law of the District of Columbia governs the
interpretation of the document of gift.

(c) A person may presume that a document of gift or amendment of an anatomical gift is valid unless that
person knows that it was not validly executed or was revoked.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 19, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

Uniform Law

§ 7-1531.16. OTHER PROHIBITED ACTS.

§ 7-1531.17. IMMUNITY.

§ 7-1531.18. LAW GOVERNING VALIDITY; CHOICE OF LAW AS TO
EXECUTION OF DOCUMENT OF GIFT; PRESUMPTION OF VALIDITY.



This section is based upon § 19 of the Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (2006). See Vol. 8A, Uniform
Laws Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on Westlaw.

There is established a donor registry for residents of the District of Columbia, which shall be maintained
by the federally designated organ procurement organization serving the District of Columbia.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 20, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 20 of the Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (2006). See Vol. 8A, Uniform
Laws Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on Westlaw.

Unless otherwise authorized by District of Columbia or federal law, information in the Registry shall be
accessible only to:

(1) The organ procurement organization serving the District of Columbia; and

(2) An agency licensed in or authorized by the laws of another state, when a District resident is a donor
of an anatomical gift and is not located in the District of Columbia at the time of donor's death or
immediately before the time of death.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 20a, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

(a) The organ procurement organization:

(1) May acquire and use donor information from all available sources; and

(2) Shall acquire and use donor information from the Department of Motor Vehicles submitted in
accordance with § 7-1531.19c and with any regulations promulgated pursuant to § 7-1531.19f.

(b) Personally identifiable information on the Registry about a donor or prospective donor may not be used
or disclosed without the express consent of the donor, prospective donor, or person that made the
anatomical gift for any purpose other than to determine whether the donor or prospective donor has made,
amended, or revoked an anatomical gift.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 20b, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

(a) The Department of Motor Vehicles shall transfer to the designated organ procurement organization the
name, gender, date of birth, and most recent address of any person who obtains a driver's license or
identification card and who has made or revoked an anatomical gift.

(b)(1) The initial transfer of donor information shall be transferred to the organ procurement organization by
the Department of Motor Vehicles within 30 days of receipt of a written request from the organ
procurement organization.

§ 7-1531.19. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE DONOR REGISTRY.

§ 7-1531.19A. ACCESS TO REGISTRY INFORMATION.

§ 7-1531.19B. SOURCES OF REGISTRY INFORMATION; CONFIDENTIALITY.

§ 7-1531.19C. DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES TRANSFER OF
REGISTRY INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS.



(2) All subsequent transfers of donor information, new and revisions to previously submitted
information, shall be submitted monthly, or as otherwise determined by the Mayor, at no charge to the
organ procurement organization.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 20c, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

(a) If a donor amends an anatomical gift, or revokes one or more, but not all, anatomical gifts, the Registry
shall be promptly revised to reflect the gift or gifts as amended.

(b) If a donor revokes all anatomical gifts, the name of the former donor shall be promptly removed from
the Registry.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 20d, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

A person shall not be required to be listed in the Registry to be a donor.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 20e, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

The Mayor may issue rules necessary to implement the provisions of §§ 7- 1531.19 through 7-1531.19e.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 20f, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

(a) For the purposes of this section, the term:

(1) "Advance health-care directive" means a power of attorney for health care or a record signed or
authorized by a prospective donor containing the prospective donor's direction concerning a health-
care decision for the prospective donor.

(2) "Declaration" means a record signed by a prospective donor specifying the circumstances under
which a life-support system may be withheld or withdrawn from the prospective donor.

(3) "Health-care decision" means any decision regarding the health care of the prospective donor.

(b)(1) If a prospective donor has a declaration or advance health-care directive and the terms of the
declaration or directive and the express or implied terms of a potential anatomical gift are in conflict with
regard to the administration of measures necessary to ensure the medical suitability of a part for
transplantation or therapy, the prospective donor's attending physician and prospective donor shall confer
to resolve the conflict.

§ 7-1531.19D. EFFECT OF AMENDMENT OR REVOCATION OF ANATOMICAL
GIFT UPON REGISTRY.

§ 7-1531.19E. DONOR STATUS NOT DEPENDENT ON BEING LISTED IN
REGISTRY.

§ 7-1531.19F. RULEMAKING FOR REGISTRY.

§ 7-1531.20. EFFECT OF ANATOMICAL GIFT ON ADVANCE HEALTH-CARE
DIRECTIVE.



(2) If the prospective donor is incapable of resolving the conflict, an agent acting under the prospective
donor's declaration or directive, or, if none or the agent is not reasonably available, another person
authorized by law other than this subsection to make health-care decisions on behalf of the prospective
donor, shall act for the donor to resolve the conflict.

(3) The conflict shall be resolved as expeditiously as possible.

(4) Information relevant to the resolution of the conflict may be obtained from the appropriate
procurement organization and any other person authorized to make an anatomical gift for the
prospective donor under § 7-1531.08.

(5) Before resolution of the conflict, measures necessary to ensure the medical suitability of the part
may not be withheld or withdrawn from the prospective donor if withholding or withdrawing the
measures is not contraindicated by appropriate end-of-life care.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 21, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 21 of the Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (2006). See Vol. 8A, Uniform
Laws Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on Westlaw.

(a) The Chief Medical Examiner and Office of the Chief Medical Examiner shall cooperate with
procurement organizations to maximize the opportunity to recover anatomical gifts for the purpose of
transplantation, therapy, research, or education. The Office of the Chief Medical Examiner and
procurement organizations shall in good faith develop and agree upon protocols in a memorandum of
understanding to achieve this objective and shall evaluate the effectiveness of the memorandum of
understanding at regular intervals, but no less frequently than every 2 years.

(b) If the Chief Medical Examiner receives notice from a procurement organization that an anatomical gift
might be available or was made with respect to a decedent whose body is under the jurisdiction of the
Chief Medical Examiner and a post-mortem examination is going to be performed, unless the Chief
Medical Examiner denies recovery of a specific part or parts in accordance with § 7-1531.22, the Chief
Medical Examiner, or designee, shall conduct a post-mortem examination of the body or the part in a
manner and within a period compatible with its preservation for the purposes of the gift.

(c)(1) A part may not be removed from the body of a decedent under the jurisdiction of the Chief Medical
Examiner for transplantation, therapy, research, or education unless the part is the subject of an
anatomical gift and the Chief Medical Examiner has been notified before the part is removed from the
decedent and has approved the removal.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (d) of this section, the body of a decedent under the jurisdiction of
the Chief Medical Examiner may not be delivered to a person for research or education unless the
body is the subject of an anatomical gift.

(3) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed as precluding the Chief Medical Examiner from
performing the medicolegal investigation upon the body or parts of a decedent under the jurisdiction of
the Chief Medical Examiner.

(d) The body of a decedent under the jurisdiction of the Chief Medical Examiner may be delivered for use
in an exhibition in connection with a governmental museum or institution of learning permanently located in
the District of Columbia in accordance with § 43-120; provided, that the Chief Medical Examiner must be
notified before the body is delivered for such purposes.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 22, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 22 of the Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (2006). See Vol. 8A, Uniform
Laws Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on Westlaw.

§ 7-1531.21. COOPERATION BETWEEN THE CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER
AND PROCUREMENT ORGANIZATIONS.



(a)(1) The relationship between the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner and a procurement organization
shall be governed by a memorandum of understanding between the Chief Medical Examiner and the
procurement organization, which shall contain protocols to resolve any conflicts between the Chief Medical
Examiner and the procurement organization.

(2) The time period within which a recovery must be performed to be compatible with the preservation
of the part or parts for the purpose of transplantation, therapy, research, or education shall be medically
determined, based on the best practices for the recovery of parts, pursuant to the pertinent protocols in
the memorandum of understanding.

(b)(1) Upon request of a procurement organization pursuant to an anatomical gift, the Chief Medical
Examiner shall release to the procurement organization the name, contact information, and available
medical and social history of a decedent whose body is under the jurisdiction of the Chief Medical
Examiner.

(2) If the decedent's body or part is medically suitable for transplantation, therapy, research, or
education, as determined by the appropriate procurement organization, the Chief Medical Examiner
shall release post-mortem examination results to the procurement organization.

(3) The procurement organization and any other recipient may make a subsequent disclosure of the
post-mortem examination results or other information received from the Chief Medical Examiner only if
relevant to transplantation, therapy, research, or education.

(c) The Chief Medical Examiner may conduct a medicolegal examination by reviewing all medical records,
laboratory test results, x-rays, other diagnostic results, and other information that any person possesses
about a donor or prospective donor whose body is under the jurisdiction of the Chief Medical Examiner
which the Chief Medical Examiner determines may be relevant to the investigation.

(d) A person that has any information requested by the Chief Medical Examiner pursuant to subsection (c)
of this section shall provide that information as expeditiously as possible to allow the Chief Medical
Examiner to conduct the medicolegal investigation within a period compatible with the preservation of
parts for the purpose of transplantation, therapy, research, or education.

(e) If an anatomical gift has been or might be made of a part of a decedent whose body is under the
jurisdiction of the Chief Medical Examiner and the Chief Medical Examiner determines that a post-mortem
examination is not required, or the Chief Medical Examiner determines that a post-mortem examination is
required but that the recovery of the part that is the subject of an anatomical gift will not interfere with the
examination, the Chief Medical Examiner and procurement organization shall cooperate in the timely
removal of the part from the decedent for the purpose of transplantation, therapy, research, or education.

(f)(1) If an anatomical gift of a part from the decedent under the jurisdiction of the Chief Medical Examiner
has been or might be made, but the Chief Medical Examiner initially believes that the recovery of the part
could interfere with the post-mortem investigation into the decedent's cause or manner of death, the Chief
Medical Examiner shall consult with the procurement organization, or a physician or technician designated
by the procurement organization, and, at the discretion of the Chief Medical Examiner, with an attending
physician, about the proposed recovery within a period compatible with the preservation of the part for the
appropriate purpose.

(2) After consultation, the Chief Medical Examiner may allow or deny the recovery of the part.

(3) The Chief Medical Examiner shall allow recovery of a part if the Chief Medical Examiner
determines that recovery would not interfere with the post-mortem investigation into the decedent's
cause or manner of death.

(g)(1) Following the consultation required under subsection (f) of this section, if the Chief Medical
Examiner has not been able to expeditiously determine whether to allow recovery of the part, the Chief
Medical Examiner, or designee, at the request of the procurement organization, may attend the removal
procedure for the part before making a final determination not to allow the procurement organization to
recover the part.

(2) During the removal procedure, the Chief Medical Examiner, or designee, may allow recovery of the
part by the procurement organization to proceed, or, if the Chief Medical Examiner, or designee,
reasonably believes that the part may be involved in determining the decedent's cause or manner of
death, deny recovery by the procurement organization.

(3) If, during the removal procedure, the physician engaged by the procurement organization to recover
the part discovers evidence that indicates that the cause of death may be suspicious, the physician
shall immediately inform the Chief Medical Examiner of this information and shall not continue or
undertake any procedures that would compromise this evidence without the approval of the Chief
Medical Examiner.

(h) Except as otherwise provided in the memorandum of understanding described in subsection (a) of this

§ 7-1531.22. FACILITATION OF ANATOMICAL GIFT FROM DECEDENT
WHOSE BODY IS UNDER JURISDICTION OF CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER.



section or a protocol pursuant thereto, if the Chief Medical Examiner, or designee, denies recovery under
subsection (g) of this section, the Chief Medical Examiner, or designee, shall:

(1) Explain in a record the specific reasons for not allowing recovery of the part;

(2) Include the specific reasons in the records of the Chief Medical Examiner; and

(3) Provide a record with the specific reasons to the procurement organization.

(i) If the Chief Medical Examiner, or designee, allows recovery of a part, the procurement organization,
upon request, shall cause the physician or technician who removes the part to provide the Chief Medical
Examiner with a record describing the condition of the part, a biopsy, a photograph, and any other
information and observations that would assist in the post-mortem examination.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 23, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 23 of the Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (2006). See Vol. 8A, Uniform
Laws Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on Westlaw.

In applying and construing this subchapter, consideration shall be given to the need to promote uniformity
of the law with respect to its subject matter among states that enact it.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 24, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

Uniform Law

This section is based upon § 24 of the Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act (2006). See Vol. 8A, Uniform
Laws Annotated, Master Edition, or ULA Database on Westlaw.

(a) Whenever a patient of a hospital or hospice dies, is determined to be a suitable candidate for organ or
tissue donation, and has not made an anatomical gift by will or document of gift, a representative of the
hospital or hospice shall, in accordance with § 7-1531.08, request a person authorized by that section to
consent to an anatomical gift of all or part of the decedent's body.

(b) The request required by subsection (a) of this section shall be made only if a procurement organization
has notified the hospital or hospice that a donation can be properly obtained and used in a manner
consistent with accepted medical standards.

(c) Upon the discovery of a properly executed document of gift or the receipt of a consent under
subsection (a) of this section, a hospital or hospice shall immediately notify a procurement organization
and shall cooperate in procuring the anatomical gift.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 25, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

(a) If a person authorized by § 7-1531.08 to consent to an anatomical gift of all or part of the decedent's
body is not reasonably available for a representative of a hospital to make the request required by § 7-
1531.24, the hospital may use organ preservation equipment and techniques, including ventilators and in
situ flushing and cooling equipment, to maintain the viability of the decedent's organs in order to preserve
the option of family members and other authorized persons to consider donation.

§ 7-1531.23. UNIFORMITY OF APPLICATION AND CONSTRUCTION.

§ 7-1531.24. DUTIES OF HOSPITALS AND HOSPICES.

§ 7-1531.25. ORGAN PRESERVATION.



(b) If a hospital initiates the preservation of a decedent's organs pursuant to subsection (a) of this section,
the hospital shall use all available means to locate a person authorized by § 7-1531.08 to consent to an
anatomical gift. If a person authorized by § 7-1531.08 to consent to an anatomical gift cannot be located
within a time period deemed reasonable by a designated medical professional, or declines to consent to
an anatomical gift, the organ preservation procedure shall be discontinued.

(c) A person authorized by § 7-1531.08 to donate all or any part of a decedent's body shall be given full
disclosure of preservation techniques or preservation equipment used, if any.

(d) In the absence of gross negligence or willful misconduct, any person employed or authorized by a
hospital to utilize organ preservation techniques pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall be immune
from any civil or criminal liability in connection with taking the medically necessary steps to preserve a
decedent's organs during the search for, or consultation with, a person authorized by § 7-1531.08 to
consent to an anatomical gift.

(e) Neither a decedent nor relative or guardian of a decedent shall pay any costs associated with organ
preservation.

(f) A hospital that initiates organ preservation pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall bear all costs
associated with the organ preservation upon the happening of any of the following:

(1) The recipient of the preserved organ is indigent;

(2) A person authorized by § 7-1531.08 to consent to an anatomical gift cannot be located within a
time period deemed reasonable by a designated medical professional; or

(3) A person authorized by § 7-1531.08 to consent to an anatomical gift does not consent to an
anatomical gift of all or part of a decedent's body.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 26, 55 DCR 2532; Mar. 25, 2009, D.C. Law 17-353, § 230(e), 56 DCR
1117.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Effect of Amendments

D.C. Law 17-353 validated a previously made technical correction in the section heading.

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

For Law 17-353, see notes following § 7-161.

(a) Whenever a request for consent is made pursuant to § 7-1531.24, the hospital or hospice
representative making the request shall complete a certificate of request for an anatomical gift on a form
to be supplied by the Mayor.   The certificate shall include the following:

(1) A statement indicating that a request for an anatomical gift was made;

(2) The name and affiliation of the person making the request;

(3) An indication of whether consent was granted and, if so, what organs and tissues were donated;
and

(4) The name of the person granting or refusing the request, and his or her relationship to the
decedent.

(b) A copy of the certificate described in subsection (a) of this section shall be included in the decedent's
medical record.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 27, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

The Mayor, pursuant to subchapter I of Chapter 5 of Title 2, shall issue all rules necessary to carry out the
purposes of § 7-1531.24 and § 7- 1531.26. These rules shall include, at a minimum:

(1) Standards for the training and qualification of those hospital and hospice representatives who have
been designated to make consent requests pursuant to § 7-1531.24;

§ 7-1531.26. CERTIFICATE REQUIREMENT.

§ 7-1531.27. RULES.



(2) Procedures to be used when making consent requests under § 7-1531.24; and

(3) Procedures to facilitate effective coordination among hospitals, hospices, other health-care
facilities and agencies, organ and tissue banks, and procurement organizations.

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 28, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

This subchapter modifies, limits, and supersedes the Electronic Signatures in Global and National
Commerce Act, approved June 30, 2000 (114 Stat. 467; 15 U.S.C. § 7001 et seq.), but does not modify,
limit, or supersede section 101(a) of that act (15 U.S.C. § 7001), or authorize electronic delivery of any of
the notices described in section 103(b) of that act (15 U.S.C. § 7003(b)).

(Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 29, 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1531.01.

Because of the rapid medical progress in the field of tissue preservation, tissue transplantation, and tissue
culture, and because it is in the public interest to aid the development of this field of medicine, it is the
policy and purpose of Congress in enacting this subchapter and the amendments to §§ 43- 119 and 43-
125 to encourage and aid the development of reconstructive medicine and surgery and the development
of medico-surgical research by providing for the licensing and regulation of tissue banks, and by
facilitating antemortem and postmortem authorizations for donations of tissue.

(Sept. 10, 1962, 76 Stat. 534, Pub. L. 87-656, § 2.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 2-1601.

1973 Ed., § 2-251.

For the purposes of this subchapter and §§ 43-119 and 43-125, except where the context indicates a
different meaning:

(1) Repealed.

(2) Repealed.

(3) Repealed.

(4) "Tissue bank" means a facility for the recovery, screening, testing, processing, storage, or
distribution of tissue for the purposes set forth in subchapter II-A of this chapter, and for the purposes of
reconstructive medicine and surgery, and research and teaching in reconstructive medicine and
surgery; provided, that the facility is accredited by the American Association of Tissue Banks.

(Sept. 10, 1962, 76 Stat. 534, Pub. L. 87-656, § 3; May 26, 1970, 84 Stat. 270, Pub. L. 91-268, § 9(a); Apr.
15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 30(e)(1), 55 DCR 2532; Mar. 25, 2009, D.C. Law 17-353, § 230(f), 56 DCR
1117.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

§ 7-1531.28. RELATION TO ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES IN GLOBAL AND
NATIONAL COMMERCE ACT.

SUBCHAPTER III. HUMAN TISSUE BANKS.

§ 7-1541.01. STATEMENT OF POLICY AND PURPOSE.

§ 7-1541.02. DEFINITIONS.



1981 Ed., § 2-1602.

1973 Ed., § 2-252.

Effect of Amendments

D.C. Law 17-145 repealed pars. (1), (2), and (3) and rewrote par. (4), which had read as follows:

"(1) 'Mayor' means the Mayor of the District of Columbia or his designated agent.

"(2) 'Donor' means any person who, in accordance with the provisions of subchapter II of this chapter,
bequeaths or donates his tissue for removal after death in furtherance of the purposes of such chapter, and
also means any deceased person whose tissue is donated or disposed of for the purposes of this
subchapter, subchapter II of this chapter, and §§ 43-119 and 43-125.

"(3) 'Tissue' means any body of a dead human or any portion thereof, including organs, tissues, eyes, bones,
arteries, blood, and other fluids.

"(4) 'Tissue bank' means a facility for procuring, removing, and disposing of tissue for the purposes set forth in
subchapter II of this chapter, and for the purposes of reconstructive medicine and surgery, and research and
teaching in reconstructive medicine and surgery."

D.C. Law 17-353 validated a previously made technical correction in par. (4).

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1501.01.

For Law 17-353, see notes following § 7-161.

Change in Government

This section originated at a time when local government powers were delegated to a Board of
Commissioners of the District of Columbia (see Acts Relating to the Establishment of the District of Columbia
and its Various Forms of Governmental Organization in Volume 1). Section 401 of Reorganization Plan No. 3
of 1967 (see Reorganization Plans in Volume 1) transferred all of the functions of the Board of
Commissioners under this section to a single Commissioner. The District of Columbia Self-Government and
Governmental Reorganization Act, 87 Stat. 818, § 711 (D.C. Code, § 1-207.11), abolished the District of
Columbia Council and the Office of Commissioner of the District of Columbia. These branches of government
were replaced by the Council of the District of Columbia and the Office of Mayor of the District of Columbia,
respectively. Accordingly, and also pursuant to § 714(a) of such Act (D.C. Code, § 1-207.14(a)), appropriate
changes in terminology were made in this section.

(a) No person shall operate any tissue bank in the District of Columbia without a valid license issued
pursuant to this subchapter and §§ 43-119 and 43- 125. No such license shall be issued except to
persons duly licensed or duly registered as physicians under Chapter 12 of Title 3 or to persons holding
valid licenses to operate and maintain hospitals for humans pursuant to Chapter 5 of Title 44.

(b) The Council of the District of Columbia is authorized, after public hearing, to adopt and promulgate
rules and regulations to carry out the purposes of this subchapter and subchapter II-A of this chapter,
including, without limitation, rules and regulations prescribing:

(1) The terms and conditions under which a tissue bank license may be issued and renewed;

(2) The fees to be paid for the issuance and renewal of such licenses;

(3) The duration of such licenses;

(4) The grounds for suspension and revocation of such licenses;

(5) The operation of tissue banks;

(6) The conditions under which tissue may be recovered, screened, tested, processed, stored,
distributed, and transported; and

(7) The making, keeping, and disposition of records by tissue banks or by other persons recovering,
screening, testing, processing, storing, distributing, or transporting tissue.

(c) The Mayor may, after notice and hearing, deny, suspend, or revoke any tissue bank license issued or
applied for pursuant to this subchapter and §§ 43-119 and 43-125.

(d) Any person aggrieved by any final decision or final order of the Mayor denying, suspending, or revoking
any tissue bank license or renewal thereof, issued or applied for under this subchapter and §§ 43-119 and
43-125, may obtain a review of such decision or order in the District of Columbia Court of Appeals.

(e) Except with respect to the provisions as to licensing, the provisions of this subchapter and §§ 43-119
and 43-125, and the regulations made pursuant thereto, shall apply to federal agencies situated in the

§ 7-1541.03. LICENSES.



District of Columbia, and to District of Columbia agencies.

(Sept. 10, 1962, 76 Stat. 535, Pub. L. 87-656, § 4; July 8, 1963, 77 Stat. 78, Pub. L. 88-60, § 6; May 26,
1970, 84 Stat. 270, Pub. L. 91-268, § 9(b); July 29, 1970, 84 Stat. 585, Pub. L. 91-358, title I, § 164(f); May
10, 1989, D.C. Law 7-231, § 8, 36 DCR 492; Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 30(e)(2), 55 DCR 2532;
Mar. 25, 2009, D.C. Law 17-353, § 230(f), 56 DCR 1117.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 2-1603.

1973 Ed., § 2-253.

Effect of Amendments

D.C. Law 17-145, in the introductory language of subsec. (b), substituted " subchapter II-A of this chapter 15"
for "subchapter II of this chapter 15"; in subsec. (b)(6), substituted "recovered, screened, tested, processed,
stored, distributed, and transported" for "processed, preserved, stored, and transported"; and, in subsec.
(b)(7), substituted "recovering, screening, testing, processing, storing, distributing, or transporting" for
"processing, preserving, storing, or transporting".

D.C. Law 17-353 validated a previously made technical correction in subsec. (b).

Legislative History of Laws

Law 7-231, the "Technical Amendments Act of 1988," was introduced in Council and assigned Bill No. 7-586,
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole. The Bill was adopted on first and second readings on
November 29, 1988 and December 13, 1988, respectively. Signed by the Mayor on January 6, 1989, it was
assigned Act No. 7-285 and transmitted to both Houses of Congress for its review.

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1501.01.

For Law 17-353, see notes following § 7-161.

Change in Government

This section originated at a time when local government powers were delegated to a Board of
Commissioners of the District of Columbia (see Acts Relating to the Establishment of the District of Columbia
and its Various Forms of Governmental Organization in Volume 1). Section 402(36) of Reorganization Plan
No. 3 of 1967 (see Reorganization Plans in Volume 1) transferred all of the functions of the Board of
Commissioners under this section to the District of Columbia Council, subject to the right of the
Commissioner as provided in § 406 of the Plan. The District of Columbia Self-Government and Governmental
Reorganization Act, 87 Stat. 818, § 711 (D.C. Code, § 1-207.11), abolished the District of Columbia Council
and the Office of Commissioner of the District of Columbia. These branches of government were replaced by
the Council of the District of Columbia and the Office of Mayor of the District of Columbia, respectively.
Accordingly, and also pursuant to § 714(a) of such Act (D.C. Code, § 1-207.14(a)), appropriate changes in
terminology were made in this section.

(a) Any person violating any provision of this subchapter and the amendments to §§ 43-119 and 43-125,
or any regulation made pursuant to this subchapter and the amendments to §§ 43-119 and 43-125, shall
be fined not more than $300, or be imprisoned for not more than 90 days. Prosecution for violations of this
subchapter and the amendments to §§ 43-119 and 43-125 and regulations made pursuant thereto shall be
brought in the name of the District of Columbia.

(b) Civil fines, penalties, and fees may be imposed as alternative sanctions for any infraction of the
provisions of this subchapter, or any rules or regulations issued under the authority of this subchapter
pursuant to Chapter 18 of Title 2. Adjudication of any infraction of this subchapter shall be pursuant to
Chapter 18 of Title 2.

(Sept. 10, 1962, 76 Stat. 535, Pub. L. 87-656, § 5; Oct. 5, 1985, D.C. Law 6-42, § 430, 32 DCR 4450.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 2-1604.

1973 Ed., § 2-254.

Legislative History of Laws

Law 6-42, the "Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs Civil Infractions Act of 1985," was introduced
in Council and assigned Bill No. 6-187, which was referred to the Committee on Consumer and Regulatory

§ 7-1541.04. PENALTIES; PROSECUTIONS.



Affairs. The Bill was adopted on first and second readings on June 25, 1985, and July 9, 1985, respectively.
Signed by the Mayor on July 16, 1985, it was assigned Act No. 6- 60 and transmitted to both Houses of
Congress for its review.

(Sept. 10, 1962, 76 Stat. 536, Pub. L. 87-656, § 9; May 26, 1970, 84 Stat. 270, Pub. L. 91-268, § 9(d); July
29, 1970, 84 Stat. 579, Pub. L. 91-358, title I, § 160(b); Mar. 5, 1981, D.C. Law 3-145, § 2, 27 DCR 4663;
Sept. 29, 1992, D.C. Law 9-157, § 3, 39 DCR 5686; Oct. 19, 2000, D.C. Law 13-172, § 2919(b), 47 DCR
6308; Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 30)(e)(3), 55 DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 2-1605.

1973 Ed., § 2-258.

Emergency Act Amendments

For temporary (90-day) amendment of section, see § 2919(b) of the Fiscal Year 2001 Budget Support
Emergency Act of 2000 (D.C. Act 13-376, July 24, 2000, 47 DCR 6574).

For temporary (90 day) amendment of section, see § 2919(b) of the Fiscal Year 2001 Budget Support
Congressional Review Emergency Act of 2000 (D.C. Act 13- 438, October 20, 2000, 47 DCR 8740).

Legislative History of Laws

Law 3-145, the "District of Columbia Tissue Bank Act Amendment of 1980," was introduced in Council and
assigned Bill No. 3-312. The Bill was adopted on first and second readings on September 16, 1980, and
September 30, 1980, respectively. Signed by the Mayor on October 14, 1980, it was assigned Act No. 3-266
and transmitted to both Houses of Congress for its review.

Law 9-157, the "Tissue Transplantation Distribution Amendment Act of 1992," was introduced in Council and
assigned Bill No. 9-278, which was referred to the Committee on Human Services. The Bill was adopted on
first and second readings on June 2, 1992, and July 7, 1992, respectively. Signed by the Mayor on July 21,
1992, it was assigned Act No. 9-251 and transmitted to both Houses of Congress for its review. D.C. Law 9-
157 became effective on September 29, 1992.

Law 13-172, the "Fiscal Year 2001 Budget Support Act of 2000," was introduced in Council and assigned Bill
No. 13-679, which was referred to the Committee of the Whole. The Bill was adopted on first and second
readings on May 18, 2000, and June 6, 2000, respectively. Signed by the Mayor on June 26, 2000, it was
assigned Act No. 13-375 and transmitted to both Houses of Congress for its review. D.C. Law 13-172
became effective on October 19, 2000.

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1501.01.

Change in Government

This section originated at a time when local government powers were delegated to a Board of
Commissioners of the District of Columbia (see Acts Relating to the Establishment of the District of Columbia
and its Various Forms of Governmental Organization in Volume 1). Section 401 of Reorganization Plan No. 3
of 1967 (see Reorganization Plans in Volume 1) transferred all of the functions of the Board of
Commissioners under this section to a single Commissioner. The District of Columbia Self-Government and
Governmental Reorganization Act, 87 Stat. 818, § 711 (D.C. Code, § 1-207.11), abolished the District of
Columbia Council and the Office of Commissioner of the District of Columbia. These branches of government
were replaced by the Council of the District of Columbia and the Office of Mayor of the District of Columbia,
respectively. Accordingly, and also pursuant to § 714(a) of such Act (D.C. Code, § 1-207.14(a)), appropriate
changes in terminology were made in this section.

Miscellaneous Notes

Mayor authorized to issue rules: Section 4 of D.C. Law 9-157 provided that the Mayor shall issue rules to
implement the provisions of the act.

An organ procurement organization may screen, test, or recover eyes or tissues on behalf of an eye bank
or tissue bank.

§ 7-1541.05. AUTHORIZATIONS BY THE CHIEF MEDICAL
EXAMINER.[REPEALED]

§ 7-1541.05A. AUTHORITY OF ORGAN PROCUREMENT ORGANIZATION
ACTING ON BEHALF OF EYE BANK OR TISSUE BANK.



(Sept. 10, 1962, 76 Stat. 537, Pub.L. 87-656, § 9a, as added Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 30(e)(4), 55
DCR 2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1501.01.

Nothing in this subchapter and §§ 43-119 and 43-125 shall be construed:

(1) To prohibit funeral directors, licensed pursuant to §§ 3-405 and 3- 406, from discharging their
duties; or

(2) To prohibit or affect in any way the authority, duties, rights, or obligations vested, imposed, or
granted by Chapter 2 of Title 3.

(Sept. 10, 1962, 76 Stat. 537, Pub. L. 87-656, § 12; Feb. 24, 1987, D.C. Law 6-192, § 23, 33 DCR 7836.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 2-1606.

1973 Ed., § 2-259.

Legislative History of Laws

Law 6-192, the "Technical Amendments Act of 1986," was introduced in Council and assigned Bill No. 6-544,
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole. The Bill was adopted on first and second readings on
November 5, 1986, and November 18, 1986, respectively. Signed by the Mayor on December 10, 1986, it
was assigned Act No. 6-246 and transmitted to both Houses of Congress for its review.

Nothing in this subchapter and §§ 43-119 and 43-125 shall be construed so as to affect the authority
vested in the Mayor by Reorganization Plan No. 5 of 1952. The performance of any function vested by this
subchapter and §§ 43-119 and 43-125 in the Mayor or in any office or agency under the jurisdiction and
control of said Mayor may be delegated by said Mayor in accordance with § 3 of such Plan.

(Sept. 10, 1962, 76 Stat. 537, Pub. L. 87-656, § 13.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 2-1607.

1973 Ed., § 2-260.

Change in Government

This section originated at a time when local government powers were delegated to a Board of
Commissioners of the District of Columbia (see Acts Relating to the Establishment of the District of Columbia
and its Various Forms of Governmental Organization in Volume 1). Section 401 of Reorganization Plan No. 3
of 1967 (see Reorganization Plans in Volume 1) transferred all of the functions of the Board of
Commissioners to a single Commissioner. The District of Columbia Self-Government and Governmental
Reorganization Act, 87 Stat. 818, § 711 (D.C. Code, § 1-207.11), abolished the District of Columbia Council
and the Office of Commissioner of the District of Columbia. These branches of government were replaced by
the Council of the District of Columbia and the Office of Mayor of the District of Columbia, respectively.
Accordingly, and also pursuant to § 714(a) of such Act (D.C. Code, § 1-207.14(a)), appropriate changes in
terminology were made in this section.

Recodified as § 7-1551.01.

(May 18, 1970, 84 Stat. 218, Pub. L. 91-256; May 10, 1989, D.C. Law 7- 231, § 9, 36 DCR 492.)

§ 7-1541.06. EXEMPTIONS FROM SUBCHAPTER.

§ 7-1541.07. CONSTRUCTION.

§ 7-1541.08. AUTHORITY OF LICENSED BLOOD BANKS TO TRANSFER
BLOOD COMPONENTS WITHIN DISTRICT.



(a) Any blood bank in the District of Columbia, holding an unsuspended and unrevoked license issued
under § 262 of Title 42, United States Code, may transfer, for use in the District of Columbia, platelets and
other components of blood in general use in the states (as determined by the Mayor of the District of
Columbia), produced in such blood bank, to physicians licensed under Chapter 12 of Title 3, to District of
Columbia hospitals, and to licensed private hospitals and other medical facilities in the District of
Columbia.

(b) Section 262 of Title 42, United States Code, shall not apply with respect to any transfer made in
accordance with subsection (a) of this section.

(May 18, 1970, 84 Stat. 218, Pub. L. 91-256; May 10, 1989, D.C. Law 7- 231, § 9, 36 DCR 492.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

2001 Ed., § 7-1541.08.

1981 Ed., § 2-1608.

1973 Ed., § 2-261.

Legislative History of Laws

For legislative history of D.C. Law 7-231, see Historical and Statutory Notes following § 7-1541.03.

Change in Government

This section originated at a time when local government powers were delegated to the District of Columbia
Council and to a Commissioner of the District of Columbia. The District of Columbia Self-Government and
Governmental Reorganization Act, 87 Stat. 818, § 711 (D.C. Code, § 1-207.11), abolished the District of
Columbia Council and the Office of Commissioner of the District of Columbia. These branches of government
were replaced by the Council of the District of Columbia and the Office of Mayor of the District of Columbia,
respectively. Accordingly, and also pursuant to § 714(a) of such Act (D.C. Code, § 1-207.14(a)), appropriate
changes in terminology were made in this section.

Provided that the minor meets all the health requirements for blood donation, a minor 16 years of age may
donate blood with the written consent of a parent or legal guardian and a minor 17 years of age or more
may donate blood without consent of a parent or legal guardian.

(Mar. 8, 2011, D.C. Law 18-287, § 2, 57 DCR 11495.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

Law 18-287, the "Blood Donation Expansion Act of 2010", was introduced in Council and assigned Bill No.
18-127, which was referred to the Committee on Health. The Bill was adopted on first and second readings on
October 19, 2010, and November 9, 2010, respectively. Signed by the Mayor on November 19, 2010, it was
assigned Act No. 18-608 and transmitted to both Houses of Congress for its review. D.C. Law 18-287
became effective on March 8, 2011.

The Mayor, pursuant to subchapter I of Chapter 5 of Title 2, shall issue rules to implement the provisions of
this subchapter.

(Mar. 8, 2011, D.C. Law 18-287, § 3, 57 DCR 11495.)

SUBCHAPTER III-A. TRANSFER OF BLOOD
COMPONENTS.

§ 7-1551.01. AUTHORITY OF LICENSED BLOOD BANKS TO TRANSFER
BLOOD COMPONENTS WITHIN DISTRICT.

SUBCHAPTER III-B. BLOOD DONATIONS BY
MINORS.

§ 7-1551.31. MINOR BLOOD DONATIONS.

§ 7-1551.32. RULES.



HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For history of Law 18-287, see notes under § 7-1551.31.

(July 25, 2006, D.C. Law 16-146, § 2, 53 DCR 4407; Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 30(f), 55 DCR
2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

Law 16-146, the "Organ and Tissue Donor Registry Establishment Act of 2006", was introduced in Council
and assigned Bill No. 16-421 which was referred to the Committee on Public Works and the Environment. The
Bill was adopted on first and second readings on April 4, 2006, and May 2, 2006, respectively. Signed by the
Mayor on May 19, 2006, it was assigned Act No. 16-381 and transmitted to both Houses of Congress for its
review. D.C. Law 16-146 became effective on July 25, 2006.

Law 17-145, the "Uniform Anatomical Gift Revision Act of 2008", was introduced in Council and assigned Bill
No.17-58 which was referred to the Committee on Public Safety and Judiciary.  The Bill was adopted on first
and second readings on January 8, 2008, and February 5, 2008, respectively.   Signed by the Mayor on
February 25, 2008, it was assigned Act No. 17-311 and transmitted to both Houses of Congress for its
review.  D.C. Law 17-145 became effective on April 15, 2008.

(July 25, 2006, D.C. Law 16-146, § 3, 53 DCR 4407; Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 30(f), 55 DCR
2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 16-146, see notes following § 7-1561.01.

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1561.01.

(July 25, 2006, D.C. Law 16-146, § 4, 53 DCR 4407; Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 30(f), 55 DCR
2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 16-146, see notes following § 7-1561.01.

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1561.01.

(July 25, 2006, D.C. Law 16-146, § 5, 53 DCR 4407; Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 30(f), 55 DCR
2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 16-146, see notes following § 7-1561.01.

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1561.01.

SUBCHAPTER IV. ORGAN AND TISSUE DONOR
REGISTRY.[REPEALED]

§ 7-1561.01. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ORGAN AND TISSUE DONOR
REGISTRY.[REPEALED]

§ 7-1561.02. ACCESS TO REGISTRY INFORMATION.[REPEALED]

§ 7-1561.03. SOURCES OF REGISTRY INFORMATION.[REPEALED]

§ 7-1561.04. DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES TRANSFER OF
INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS.[REPEALED]



(July 25, 2006, D.C. Law 16-146, § 6, 53 DCR 4407; Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 30(f), 55 DCR
2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 16-146, see notes following § 7-1561.01.

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1561.01.

(July 25, 2006, D.C. Law 16-146, § 7, 53 DCR 4407; Apr. 15, 2008, D.C. Law 17-145, § 30(f), 55 DCR
2532.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 16-146, see notes following § 7-1561.01.

For Law 17-145, see notes following § 7-1561.01.

§ 7-1561.05. DONOR STATUS NOT DEPENDENT ON BEING LISTED IN
REGISTRY.[REPEALED]

§ 7-1561.06. RULEMAKING.[REPEALED]
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