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CHAPTER 4. UNIFORM CLASSIFICATION
AND COMMERCIAL DRIVER'S LICENSE.

§ 50-401. DEFINITIONS.

For the purposes of this chapter, the term:

(1) "Commercial driver's license" means a license issued pursuant to this chapter that authorizes an
individual to operate a class of commercial motor vehicle.

(2) "Commercial driver's license information system" means the informational system established
pursuant to the Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1986, approved October 27, 1986 (100 Stat.
3207;49 U.S.C. sec. 2701 et seq.) ("Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act"), to serve as a
clearinghouse for locating information related to the licensing and identification of commercial motor
vehicle drivers.

(3) "Commercial motor vehicle" means a motor vehicle used in commerce to transport passengers or
property:
(A) If the vehicle has a gross vehicle weight rating of greater than 26,000 pounds or a lesser rating

as determined by federal regulation but not less than a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,001
pounds;

(B) If the vehicle is designed to transport more than 15 passengers, including the driver; or

(C) If the vehicle is used to transport a material found to be hazardous by the Mayor in accordance
with Chapter 14 of Title 8, or by the Secretary of Transportation in accordance with the Hazardous
Materials Transportation Act, approved January 3, 1975 (88 Stat. 2156; 49 U.S.C. sec. 1801 et
seq.).

(4) "Disqualify" means to withdraw the privilege to drive a commercial motor vehicle.

(5) "Out-of-service order" means a declaration by an authorized enforcement officer of a federal, state,
Canadian, Mexican, or local jurisdiction that a driver, a commercial motor vehicle, or a motor carrier
operation, is out-of-service pursuant to Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Regulations, 49 C.F.R. § 386.72,
392.5, 395.13, 396.9, or compatible laws, or the North American Uniform Out-of-Service Criteria.

(Sept. 20, 1990, D.C. Law 8-161, § 2, 37 DCR 4665; Apr. 27, 2001, D.C. Law 13-289, § 501(a), 48 DCR
2057.)
HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications
1981 Ed., § 40-1801.

Effect of Amendments

D.C. Law 13-289 added par. (5).

Legislative History of Laws

Law 8-161, the "Uniform Classification and Commercial Driver's License Act of 1990," was introduced in
Council and assigned Bill No. 8-505, which was referred to the Committee on Public Works. The Bill was
adopted on first and second readings on May 29, 1990, and June 12, 1990, respectively. Signed by the
Mayor on June 29, 1990, it was assigned Act No. 8-224 and transmitted to both Houses of Congress for its
review.

Law 13-289, the "Motor Vehicle and Safe Driving Amendment Act of 2000," was introduced in Council and
assigned Bill No. 13-828, which was referred to the Committee on Public Works and the Environment. The Bill
was adopted on first and second readings on November 8, 2000, and December 5, 2000, respectively.
Signed by the Mayor on January 22, 2001, it was assigned Act No. 13-592 and transmitted to both Houses of
Congress for its review. D.C. Law 13-289 became effective on April 27, 2001.



References in Text

49 U.S.C. § 2701 et seq., referred to in (2), was repealed in 1994 by P.L. 103-272, § 7(b). For present law,
see 49 U.S.C. § 31301 et seq.

The "Hazardous Materials Transportation Act," referred to in (3)(C), is now codified at 49 U.S.C. § 5101 et
seq.

§ 50-402. UNIFORM CLASSIFICATION AND COMMERCIAL DRIVER'S
LICENSE REQUIREMENTS.

The Mayor shall:

(1) Adopt and administer a program to test and ensure the fitness of a person to operate a commercial
motor vehicle in accordance with rules issued pursuant to § 50-409 that comply with the minimum
federal standards established under § 12005(a) of the Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act (49
U.S.C. § 2704(a));

(2) Issue a commercial driver's license to a person if the person passes a written and driving test for
the operation of a commercial vehicle that complies with the minimum standards required by
paragraph (1) of this section;

(3) Issue a commercial driver's license only to a person who operates a commercial motor vehicle and
is domiciled in the District of Columbia ("District");

(4) Authorize a person to operate a commercial motor vehicle only by issuance of a commercial
driver's license that contains the following information:

(A) The name and address of the person to whom the license is issued and a physical description
of the person;

(B) A randomly generated number or other information to identify the person. The Mayor shall not
print the social security number of the person on the license, unless the person requests that their
social security number be used as the identification number of the license. The Mayor shall require
an applicant for a commercial driver's license to provide a social security number on the
application, for the purposes of administering and enforcing the laws of the District of Columbia.
Notwithstanding any other law, the social security number shall not be a matter of public record. The
social security number shall be kept on file with the issuing agency and the applicant shall be so
advised.

(C) The class or type of commercial motor vehicle that the person is authorized to operate under
the license; and

(D) The duration for which the license is valid;

(5) Not issue a commercial driver's license to a person during a period in which the personiis
disqualified from the operation of a commercial motor vehicle or the driver's license of the personis
suspended, revoked, or cancelled;

(6) Not issue or renew a commercial driver's license to a person who has a commercial driver's
license issued by another state unless the person first surrenders the driver's license issued by the
other state;

(6A) Not issue a commercial driver's license to a person who is less than 21 years of age, except that
a commercial driver's license may be issued to a person who is at least 18 years of age and has at
least 2 years driving experience; provided, that a commercial driver's license issued to a person who
is less than 21 years of age shall not be valid for:

(A) Operation of a school bus;

(B) Operation of a vehicle designed to transport 16 or more people, including the driver;
(C) Operation of a vehicle that is more than 26,001 pounds;

(D) The transportation of hazardous material; or

(E) Commercial interstate operation in accordance with the minimum federal standards.

(7) Participate in a national commercial driver's license information system established pursuant to
section 12007 of the Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act (49 U.S.C. § 2706) to enable the District to
have access to information regarding any person who:

(A) Applies for or is issued a commercial driver's license;
(B) Is licensed to drive a commercial motor vehicle in the District;
(C) Is not qualified to drive a commercial motor vehicle in the District; or

(D) Has been convicted in another jurisdiction of a moving traffic violation while driving a



commercial motor vehicle; and

(8) Comply with any other requirement mandated by section 12009 of the Commercial Motor Vehicle
Safety Act (49 U.S.C. § 2708).

(Sept. 20, 1990, D.C. Law 8-161, § 3, 37 DCR 4665; April 4, 2000, D.C. Law 13-74, § 3, 46 DCR 10423;
Sept. 24,2010, D.C. Law 18-220, § 2, 57 DCR 5588.)
HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications
1981 Ed., § 40-1802.
Effect of Amendments

D.C. Law 13-74 rewrote par. (4)(B) in order to prohibit the Mayor from requiring that the social security
number be used as identification number for driver's licenses.

D.C. Law 18-220 added par. (6A).

Legislative History of Laws
For legislative history of D.C. Law 8-161, see Historical and Statutory Notes following § 50-401.

Law 13-74, the "Choice of Driver's License Number Amendment Act of 1999," was introduced in Council and
assigned Bill No. 13-141, which was referred to the Committee on Public Works and the Environment. The Bill
was adopted on first and second readings on October 5, 1999, and November 2, 1999, respectively. Signed
by the Mayor on November 18, 1999, it was assigned Act No. 13-191 and transmitted to both Houses of
Congress for its review. D.C. Law 13-74 became effective on April 5, 2000.

Law 18-220, the "Commercial Driver's License Minimum Age Requirement Amendment Act of 2010", was
introduced in Council and assigned Bill No. 18-325, which was referred to the Committee on Public Works
and Transportation. The Bill was adopted on first and second readings on June 1, 2010, and June 15, 2010,
respectively. Signed by the Mayor on June 28, 2010, it was assigned Act No. 18-445 and transmitted to both
Houses of Congress for its review. D.C. Law 18- 220 became effective on September 24, 2010.

References in Text

"Section § 12005(a) of the Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act (49 U.S.C. § 2704(a))", referred to in (1), is
currently codified as 49 U.S.C. § 31305(a).

"Section § 12007 of the Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act (49 U.S.C. § 2706)", referred to in the
introductory language of (7), is currently codified as 49 U.S.C. § 31309.

"Section § 12009 of the Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act (49 U.S.C. § 2708)", referred to in (8), is
currently codified as 49 U.S.C. § 31311.

Miscellaneous Notes

Section 4 of D.C. Law 18-220 provides:

"Sec. 4. Applicability.

"This act shall apply 90 calendar days after the effective date of this act.”

§ 50-403. COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE DRIVER RESPONSIBILITY.

(a) Any person who operates a commercial motor vehicle and is domiciled in the District shall have a
commercial driver's license, and all necessary endorsements thereto required by the Mayor for the
particular class of vehicle being operated, issued by the Mayor.

(b) Any person who is issued a commercial motor vehicle driver's license by the Mayor shall surrender any
commercial driver's license issued by another state at the time the District commercial driver's license is
issued.

(c) Any person who has a driver's license suspended, revoked, or cancelled by the Mayor, who loses the
right to operate a commercial motor vehicle, or who is disqualified from the operation of a commercial
motor vehicle for any period shall notify his or her employer of the suspension, revocation, cancellation, lost
right, or disqualification.

(d) Any person who operates a commercial motor vehicle and applies for employment as an operator of a
commercial motor vehicle with an employer shall notify the employer, at the time of application, of his or
her previous employment as an operator of a commercial motor vehicle.

(Sept. 20, 1990, D.C. Law 8-161, § 4, 37 DCR 4665; Mar. 14, 2007, D.C. Law 16-279, § 102(a), 54 DCR
903.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES



Prior Codifications
1981 Ed., § 40-1803.
Effect of Amendments

D.C. Law 16-279, in subsec. (a), inserted ", and all necessary endorsements thereto required by the Mayor for
the particular class of vehicle being operated," following "shall have a commercial driver's license".

Legislative History of Laws

For legislative history of D.C. Law 8-161, see Historical and Statutory Notes following § 50-401.
For Law 16-279, see notes following § 50-312.

§ 50-404. EMPLOYER RESPONSIBILITY.

(a) An employer shall require an employee who operates a commercial vehicle to have a commercial
driver's license.

(b) An employer shall not knowingly allow an employee to operate a commercial motor vehicle during any
period in which the employee has:

(1) A driver's license suspended, revoked, or cancelled;
(2) Lost the right to operate or been disqualified from operating a commercial motor vehicle; or
(3) More than one commercial motor vehicle license.

(Sept. 20,1990, D.C. Law 8-161, § 5, 37 DCR 4665.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 40-1804.
Legislative History of Laws

For legislative history of D.C. Law 8-161, see Historical and Statutory Notes following § 50-401.

§ 50-405. PENALTIES.

(a) If the Mayor has reason to believe that a person has violated any of the requirements in § 50-403 or §
50-404, the alleged violation shall be enforced in accordance with Chapter 23 of this title, and rules issued
by the Mayor pursuant to § 50-409. Any person who is determined by the Mayor, after notice and
opportunity to be heard, to have violated § 50-403 or § 50-404, shall be liable to the District for a civil fine
of not less than $100 nor more than $1000 for the first violation, of not less than $500 nor more than $2000
for the second violation, or of not less than $1000 nor more than $5000 for the third or a subsequent
violation.

(b)(1) As an alternative sanction, any person who knowingly or willfully violates § 50-403 or § 50-404 shall
be guilty of an offense and, upon conviction, may be:

(A) Fined not less than $100 nor more than $1000, imprisoned for not more than 6 months, or both,
for the first violation;

(B) Fined not less than $500 nor more than $2000, imprisoned not less than 6 months nor more
than 9 months, or both, for the second violation; or

(C) Fined not less than $1000 nor more than $5000, imprisoned for not less than 9 months nor
more than 1 year, or both, for the third or a subsequent violation.

(2) Prosecutions for violations of this subsection shall be brought by the Corporation Counsel.
(Sept. 20, 1990, D.C. Law 8-161, § 6, 37 DCR 4665.)
HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES
Prior Codifications
1981 Ed., § 40-1805.
Legislative History of Laws

For legislative history of D.C. Law 8-161, see Historical and Statutory Notes following § 50-401.



§ 50-405.01. COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE OPERATION; ADDITIONAL
REQUIREMENTS, VIOLATION, ADJUDICATION.

(a) No person while operating a commercial motor vehicle shall:

(1) Fail to slow down and stop before reaching a railroad crossing to check that railroad tracks are
clear of an approaching train;

(2) Fail to leave sufficient space to drive through a railroad crossing without stopping;

(3) Fail to obey a traffic control device or the directions of an enforcement official at a railroad
crossing;

(4) Fail to negotiate a railroad crossing because of insufficient undercarriage clearance;
(5) Violate an out-of-service order, or

(6) Have an alcohol concentration of 0.04 grams or more per 100 milliliters of blood, per 210 liters of
breath, or per 67 milliliters of urine.

(b) Any person found in violation of any provision of subsection (a) of this section shall be fined $300 for
each offense, but no traffic points shall be assessed.

(c) Violations of subsection (a) of this section shall be adjudicated as moving violations pursuant to
Chapter 23 of this title.

(Sept. 20, 1990, D.C. Law 8-161, § 6a, as added Mar. 14, 2007, D.C. Law 16-279, § 102(b), 54 DCR 903.)
HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Legislative History of Laws

For Law 16-279, see notes following § 50-312.

§ 50-406. DISQUALIFICATION.

(a) Consistent with subchapter | of Chapter 5 of Title 2, and Chapter 23 of this title, the Mayor shall
disqualify from the operation of a commercial motor vehicle any person who is found to have committed
any of the following:

(1) Driving a commercial motor vehicle while under the influence of alcohol or a controlled substance.
For the purposes of this section, the phrase "while under the influence of alcohol" means an alcohol
concentration of 0.04 grams or more per 100 milliliters of blood, per 210 liters of breath, or per 67
milliliters of urine. The phrase "controlled substance" means a drug, substance, or immediate
precursor, as set forth in Chapter 9 of Title 48;

(2) Leaving the scene of an accident that involves a commercial motor vehicle operated by the person;
(3) Using a commercial vehicle in the commission of a felony;

(4) Commission of 2 or more serious traffic violations that involve a commercial motor vehicle
operated by the person within a 3-year period; or

(5) Operation of a motor vehicle where the driver, the motor vehicle or motor vehicle operation owning
the vehicle has been issued an out-of-service order and that order has not been cancelled or
withdrawn.

(b)(1) A person who is found to have committed any violation of paragraphs (1) through (4) of subsection
(a) of this section may have his or her commercial driver's license suspended for one year for the first
violation, from 10 years to life for the second violation, and for life for the third violation.

(2) A person who is found to have committed any violation set forth in subsection (a)(5) of this section
may have his or her commercial driver's license suspended for 90 days to one year for the first
violation, from one to 5 years for the second violation in any 10-year period, and from 3 to 5 years for
the third violation in any 10-year period.

(c) Notwithstanding the periods of disqualification set forth in subsection (b) of this section, if a person who
uses a commercial vehicle in connection with a felony is transporting a hazardous material, the Mayor shall
disqualify the person for a period of not less than 3 years. If a person uses a commercial vehicle in the
commission of a felony that involves the manufacturing, distributing, or dispensing of a controlled
substance, the Mayor shall disqualify the person from operating the vehicle for life.

(Sept. 20, 1990, D.C. Law 8-161, § 7, 37 DCR 4665; Apr. 27,2001, D.C. Law 13-289, § 501(b), 48 DCR
2057; Mar. 2, 2007, D.C. Law 16-195, § 6, 53 DCR 8675.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications



1981 Ed., § 40-1806.
Effect of Amendments

D.C. Law 13-289, in subsec. (a), deleted "or" at the end of par. (3), substituted "3-year period; or" for "3-year
period." in par. (4), and added par. (5); and rewrote subsec. (b) which had read:

"(b) A person who is found to have committed any violation set forth in subsection (a) of this section may have
his or her commercial driver's license suspended for 1 year for the first violation, from 10 years to life for the
second violation, and for life for the third violation."

D.C. Law 16-195 substituted "an alcohol concentration of 0.04 grams or more per 100 milliliters of blood, per
210 liters of breath, or per 67 milliliters of urine" for "a blood alcohol concentration at or above 0.04% as
established under 12008(f) of the Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act (40 U.S.C. § 2707(f))".

Emergency Act Amendments

For temporary (90 day) amendment of section, see § 4(c) of Anti-Drunk Driving Clarification Emergency
Amendment Act of 2006 (D.C. Act 16-469, July 31, 2006, 53 DCR 6764).

For temporary (90 day) amendment of section, see § 6 of Anti-Drunk Driving Clarification Second
Congressional Review Emergency Amendment Act of 2006 (D.C. Act 16-518, October 27, 2006, 53 DCR
9104).

For temporary (90 day) amendment of section, see § 6 of Anti-Drunk Driving Clarification Congressional
Review Emergency Amendment Act of 2007 (D.C. Act 17-6, January 16, 2007, 54 DCR 1452).

Legislative History of Laws
For legislative history of D.C. Law 8-161, see Historical and Statutory Notes following § 50-401.
For D.C. Law 13-289, see notes following § 50-401.

Law 16-195, the "Anti-Drunk Driving Clarification Amendment Act of 2006", was introduced in Council and
assigned Bill No. 16-463, which was referred to the Committee on Public Works and Environment. The Bill
was adopted on first and second readings on July 11, 2006, and October 3, 2006, respectively. Signed by the
Mayor on October 18, 2006, it was assigned Act No. 16-488 and transmitted to both Houses of Congress for
its review. D.C. Law 16-195 became effective on March 2, 2007.

§ 50-407. MEDICAL.

The Bureau of Motor Vehicle Services, Office of Medical Review, may establish medical standards for all
commercial and District government drivers.

(Sept. 20,1990, D.C. Law 8-161, § 8, 37 DCR 4665.)
HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 40-1807.

Legislative History of Laws

For legislative history of D.C. Law 8-161, see Historical and Statutory Notes following § 50-401.

§ 50-408. FEES.

The Mayor shall set and collect fees to help pay the cost for implementation of the uniform classification
and commercial driver's license program set forth in § 50-402. The money generated from the fees shall
be placed in the General Fund of the District of Columbia and used to offset the cost of the uniform
classification and commercial driver's license program.

(Sept. 20, 1990, D.C. Law 8-161, § 9, 37 DCR 4665; Sept. 14, 2011, D.C. Law 19-21, § 9105, 58 DCR
6226.)

HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications
1981 Ed., § 40-1808.

Effect of Amendments

D.C. Law 19-21 substituted "the General Fund of the District of Columbia" for "a designated account".

Legislative History of Laws



For legislative history of D.C. Law 8-161, see Historical and Statutory Notes following § 50-401.
For history of Law 19-21, see notes under § 50-231.

§ 50-409. RULES.
(a) Within 90 days after September 20, 1990, the Mayor shall, pursuant to subchapter | of Chapter 5 of
Title 2, issue rules to implement the provisions of this chapter.

(b) The proposed rules shall be submitted to the Council for a 45-day period of review, excluding
Saturdays, Sundays, legal holidays, and days of Council recess. If the Council does not approve or
disapprove the proposed rules, in whole or in part, by resolution within this 45-day period, the proposed
rules shall be deemed approved.

(Sept. 20, 1990, D.C. Law 8-161, § 10, 37 DCR 4665.)
HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 40-1809.

Legislative History of Laws

For legislative history of D.C. Law 8-161, see Historical and Statutory Notes following § 50-401.

Resolutions

Resolution 16-548, the "Commercial Driver's License and International Registration Plan Enforcement
Approval Resolution of 2006", was approved effective March 7, 2006.

Miscellaneous Notes

Uniform Classification and Commercial Driver's License Act of 1990 Conditional Rules Approval Resolution
of 1992: Pursuant to Resolution 9-169, effective January 24, 1992, the Council conditionally approved the
proposed rules for implementing the Uniform Classification and Commercial Driver's License Act of 1990.
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