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CHAPTER 9. OWNERSHIP OF REAL
PROPERTY BY ALIENS AND
NONRESIDENTS.

§ 42-901. OWNERSHIP OF REAL ESTATE BY ALIENS.

The Act entitled "An Act to better define and regulate the rights of aliens to hold and own real estate in the
territories," approved March 2, 1897 (48 U.S.C. §§ 1501-1507), be, and the same is hereby, amended so
as to extend to aliens the same rights and privileges concerning the acquisition, holding, owning, and
disposition of real estate in the District of Columbia as by that Act are conferred upon them in respect of
real estate in the territories of the United States. All laws and parts of laws so far as they conflict with the
provisions of this section are hereby repealed.

(Feb. 23, 1905, 33 Stat. 733, ch. 733.)
HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications
1981 Ed., § 45-1301.
1973 Ed., § 45-1501.

§ 42-902. OWNERSHIP OF LEGATIONS OR RESIDENCES BY
REPRESENTATIVES OF FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS.

An Act entitled "An Act to restrict the ownership of real estate in the territories to American citizens, and so
forth," approved March 3, 1887, be so amended that the same shall not apply to or operate in the District
of Columbia, so far as relates to the ownership of legations, or the ownership of residences by
representatives of foreign governments, or attaches thereof.

(Mar. 9, 1888, 25 Stat. 45, ch. 30.)
HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications
1981 Ed., § 45-1302.
1973 Ed., § 45-1505.

§ 42-903. RESIDENT AGENT REQUIRED FOR CARE AND MAINTENANCE
OF VACANT PROPERTY OWNED BY NONRESIDENTS.

(a) Any person who is the owner of vacant property in the District of Columbia and who is not a resident of
the District of Columbia must appoint or employ an agent who is a resident of the District of Columbia.
This person shall be authorized by the owner and shall be responsible for the care and maintenance of the
property. The owner shall notify the Director of the Department of Finance and Revenue of the appointment
of the agent and of any change in the agent or in the address of the agent. Any owner of vacant property in
the District of Columbia found to be in violation of this section shall be subject to a penalty of $300.

(b)(1) A person or entity that is the nonresident owner of one or more rental units shall appoint and
continuously maintain a registered agent for the service of process. The appointment shall be made by
filing a statement with the Mayor. The registered agent shall be an individual who is a resident of the
District of Columbia or an organization incorporated in the District of Columbia. If the owner changes the
registered agent, or if the name or address or any other information about the registered agent changes
after the statement is filed with the Mayor, the nonresident owner shall file a statement notifying the Mayor



of the change.

(2) The Mayor shall serve as the registered agent for the nonresident owner if a registered agent is not
appointed under paragraph (1) of this subsection or if the individual or organization named ceases to
serve as the resident agent and no successor is appointed.

(3) The Mayor shall impose a reasonable fee to cover the cost of administering this section.

(c) For purposes of this section, the term "rental unit" shall have the same meaning as set forth in § 42-
3501.03(33).

(d) A nonresident owner of one or more rental units in the District of Columbia in violation of this section
shall be subject to a penalty of $300.

(e) Any fees and penalties collected under this section shall be deposited in the fund established by § 6-
711.01(b)(1).

(Mar. 10, 1983, D.C. Law 4-205, § 5, 30 DCR 188; Apr. 27,2001, D.C. Law 13-281, § 106, 48 DCR 1888.)
HISTORICAL AND STATUTORY NOTES

Prior Codifications

1981 Ed., § 45-1311.

Effect of Amendments

D.C. Law 13-281 designated subsec. (a): in the last sentence of subsec. (a), substituted "a penalty of $300"
for "a fine of $50"; and added subsecs. (b) to (e).

Legislative History of Laws

Law 4-205, the "Summary Abatement of Life-or-Health Threatening Conditions Act of 1982," was introduced
in Council and assigned Bill No. 4-459, which was referred to the Committee on Housing and Economic
Development. The Bill was adopted on first and second readings on November 16, 1982, and December 14,
1982, respectively. Signed by the Mayor on December 28, 1982, it was assigned Act No. 4-289 and
transmitted to both Houses of Congress for its review.

Law 13-281, the "Abatement and Condemnation of Nuisance Properties Omnibus Amendment Act of 2000",
was introduced in Council and assigned Bill No. 13-646, which was referred to the Committee on Consumer
and Regulatory Affairs. The Bill was adopted on first and second readings on ~ November 8, 2000, and
December 5, 2000, respectively. Signed by the Mayor on January 22, 2001, it was assigned Act No. 13-578
and transmitted to both Houses of Congress for its review. D.C. Law 13-281 became effective on April 27,
2001.

References in Text

Pursuant to the Office of the Chief Financial Officer's "Notice of Public Interest" published in the April 18,
1997, issue of the District of Columbia Register (44 DCR 2345) the Office of Tax and Revenue assumed all of
the duties and functions previously performed by the Department of Finance and Revenue, as set forth in
Commissioner's Order 69-96, dated March 7, 1969. This action was made effective January 22, 1997, nunc
pro tunc.
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